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Barnstead Community Feast: Growing Together
Through Gratitude
b y  M e l i s s a  M c K e e n

T h e r e ’ s  s o m e t h i n g  d e e p l y  m e a n i n g f u l  a b o u t  s h a r i n g
a  m e a l .  W h e n  w e  g a t h e r  a r o u n d  a  t a b l e  w i t h
n e i g h b o r s ,  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  e v e n  t h o s e  w e  h a v e n ’ t  m e t
y e t ,  w e  c r e a t e  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a  s h a r e d  m o m e n t  —
w e  c r e a t e  b e l o n g i n g .  

L a s t  y e a r ’ s  f i r s t  B a r n s t e a d  C o m m u n i t y  F e a s t
r e m i n d e d  u s  o f  t h a t  s o  b e a u t i f u l l y .  T h e  l a u g h t e r ,  t h e
s t o r i e s ,  a n d  t h e  s i m p l e  j o y  o f  b e i n g  t o g e t h e r  s h o w e d
w h a t  c a n  h a p p e n  w h e n  p e o p l e  c h o o s e  c o n n e c t i o n
o v e r  i s o l a t i o n .

W e  a r e  d e l i g h t e d  t o  i n v i t e  y o u  t o  t h i s  y e a r ’ s
B a r n s t e a d  C o m m u n i t y  F e a s t ,  a  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f
c o m m u n i t y  a n d  g r a t i t u d e ,  t a k i n g  p l a c e  o n  N o v e m b e r
2 2  f r o m  N o o n  t o  2  p . m .  J o i n  u s  a t  B a r n s t e a d
E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  f o r  d e l i c i o u s  f o o d  a n d  w a r m
c o m p a n y  a s  w e  c o m e  t o g e t h e r  t o  c e l e b r a t e  b e i n g
p a r t  o f  t h e  B a r n s t e a d  c o m m u n i t y .

Happy
Thanksgiving!
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T o  m a k e  t h i s  e v e n t  a  t r u e  r e f l e c t i o n  o f
o u r  t o w n ’ s  t o g e t h e r n e s s ,  w e  i n v i t e
t h o s e  w h o  a r e  a b l e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  a
d i s h .  Y o u  c a n  f i n d  t h e  R S V P  a n d  f o o d
s i g n - u p  l i s t  h e r e :
t i n y u r l . c o m / b a r n s t e a d f e a s t .
I f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  t h e  e v e n t  i s  a
c o n c e r n ,  p l e a s e  r e a c h  o u t  t o  O s c a r
F o s s  M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y  a t
 6 0 3 - 2 6 9 - 3 9 0 0 .

T h i s  y e a r ,  w e ’ r e  a d d i n g  s o m e t h i n g
s p e c i a l  —  a  c o m m u n i t y  p h o t o  d i s p l a y  t o
c e l e b r a t e  t h e  m a n y  w a y s  w e ’ v e  g r o w n
t o g e t h e r .  I f  y o u ’ v e  c a p t u r e d  p h o t o s  o f
m e m o r a b l e  c o m m u n i t y  m o m e n t s  f r o m
t h i s  p a s t  y e a r  ( P a r k  &  R e c  a c t i v i t i e s ,
l i b r a r y  e v e n t s ,  l o c a l  c h u r c h  g a t h e r i n g s ,
t h e  p o l i c e  a n d  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  O l d
H o m e  D a y ,  e t c . ) ,  p l e a s e  s e n d  t h e m  t o
m e l l o d a l e 5 3 @ g m a i l . c o m  b y  N o v e m b e r  9
s o  w e  c a n  i n c l u d e  t h e m  i n  t h e  d i s p l a y .

A n d  t o  o u r  g e n e r o u s  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s
o w n e r s  —  i f  y o u ’ d  l i k e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  a
m o n e t a r y  d o n a t i o n  o r  p r o v i d e  d o o r
p r i z e  i t e m s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  f e a s t ,  p l e a s e
c o n t a c t  M e l i s s a  M c K e e n  a t
m e l c m c k e e n @ g m a i l . c o m .

L a s t  y e a r ’ s  f e a s t  s h o w e d  w h a t ’ s
p o s s i b l e  w h e n  g r a t i t u d e  t u r n s  i n t o
a c t i o n .  T h i s  y e a r ,  w e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o
s e e i n g  t h a t  s a m e  s p i r i t  s h i n e  e v e n
b r i g h t e r .  T o g e t h e r ,  w e  c a n  c o n t i n u e
b u i l d i n g  a  m o r e  c o n n e c t e d  c o m m u n i t y .
W e  c a n ’ t  w a i t  t o  c e l e b r a t e  w i t h  y o u  —
s e e  y o u  t h e r e !

https://tinyurl.com/barnsteadfeast
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I t ’ s  N e v e r  T o o  E a r l y  t o  T h i n k
C h r i s t m a s !
T h e  B a r n s t e a d  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ’ s
a n n u a l  C h r i s t m a s  S a l e  i s  s c h e d u l e d
f o r  S a t u r d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  6  f r o m  9 a m -
1 p m .  W e  h a v e  m o v e d  t h i s  e v e n t  t o
t h e  P a r a d e  F i r e  S t a t i o n  a t  3 0 5
P a r a d e  R o a d  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e
B o a r d  o f  S e l e c t m e n .  P e r e n n i a l
f a v o r i t e s  w i l l  b e  r e t u r n i n g !
W e  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o  w e l c o m e  J o y
S t r e e t  S t u d i o  a s  a  n e w  v e n d o r !  Y o u
m a y  b e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  J a n e t  K e e f e ' s
w a t e r  c o l o r  w o r k  f r o m  L O C A L .  S h e
a l s o  d o e s  f a b u l o u s  f a c e  p a i n t i n g s  a t
O l d  H o m e  D a y  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  C e n t e r
B a r n s t e a d  C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h .  H e r
w a t e r  c o l o r  c a r d s ,  p r i n t s ,  w o o d
o r n a m e n t s  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r
p u r c h a s e .
V e n d o r s  t o  D a t e

T i e d e  F a r m s  S m o k e h o u s e
J o y  S t r e e t  S t u d i o
J L F  E m b r o i d e r y
P M H S  E q u e s t r i a n  T e a m / S J F
C r e a t i o n s
A n n e  W a t s o n ' s  B e a u t i f u l  B o w s
M a r y  L o c k e ' s  H o m e m a d e  G o o d i e s
M J  M i c h a e l  P h o t o g r a p h y
S e w - f l y ' s  U n i q u e  B o u t i q u e
B a r n s t e a d  O l d  H o m e  D a y
C o m m i t t e e

B e  s u r e  t o  g e t  b o o k s  f r o m  t h e
B a r n s t e a d  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .  R a f f l e
t i c k e t s  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  o f  d o n a t e d
i t e m s  w i l l  a l s o  b e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  b e
p u r c h a s e d ,  w i t h  t h e  d r a w i n g  a t
1 2 : 4 5 .

https://share.google/eLiAZsjiIizMv6FLl
https://share.google/eLiAZsjiIizMv6FLl
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V e t e r a n ’ s  D a y  i s  T u e s d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  1 1 ,
2 0 2 5 .  T h i s  i s  a  d a y  w h e n  w e  h o n o r  a n d
t h a n k  a l l  A m e r i c a n  V e t e r a n s  f o r  t h e i r
s e r v i c e  t o  o u r  c o u n t r y .  

I n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  V e t e r a n s ,  b e l o w  a r e
s o m e  b e n e f i t s  V e t e r a n ’ s  m a y  w a n t  t o
k n o w  a b o u t  a n d  p u r s u e .  T h i s  l i s t  i s  n o t
m e a n t  t o  b e  e x h a u s t i v e ,  p l e a s e  a s k  a b o u t
o t h e r  p r o g r a m s  a n d  d i s c o u n t s  t h a t  m a y
b e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  V e t e r a n s .  
M a n y  s t o r e s  a n d  c o m p a n i e s  o f f e r  V e t e r a n
d i s c o u n t s .  S o m e  o f  t h e s e  p l a c e s  i n c l u d e
c o m p a n i e s  l i k e  H o m e  D e p o t ,  L o w e s ,
A u b u c h o n  H a r d w a r e ,  A p p l e  a n d  V e r i z o n .
A s k  o t h e r  c o m p a n i e s  a s  w e l l  s u c h  a s
c o n t r a c t o r s ,  e t c .  T h e s e  s t o r e s ,  a n d  o t h e r
p r o g r a m s ,  m a y  a s k  f o r  a  c o p y  o f  a
V e t e r a n ’ s  D D 2 1 4  o r  d i s c h a r g e  p a p e r w o r k .
I t  i s  a l w a y s  a  g o o d  i d e a  t o  h a v e  a  c o p y  o f
y o u r  D D 2 1 4 .  Y o u  c a n  r e q u e s t  a  c o p y  f r o m
t h e  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s
ht tps ://www.arch ives . gov/veterans/mi
l i t ary-serv ice-records

2 1 1  N H  i s  a   h o t l i n e  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  m o s t
u p - t o - d a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  c o m m u n i t y
r e s o u r c e s .  T h e y  a r e  o p e n  2 4  h o u r s ,  3 6 5
d a y s  a  y e a r .  Y o u  c a n  r e a c h  t h e m  b y
c a l l i n g  2 1 1  o r  1 -866-444-421 1 .

N H  E m p l o y m e n t  S e c u r i t y  h a s  a  V e t e r a n s ’
R e s o u r c e  G u i d e  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  a  n u m b e r  o f  d i f f e r e n t
r e s o u r c e s
h t t p s : / / w w w . n h e s . n h . g o v / f o r m s / d o c u m
e n t s / n h e s - 0 3 1 3 . p d f
V e t e r a n ’ s  C o u n t  p r o v i d e s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,
c a s e  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  e m e r g e n c y
f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  s e r v i c e  m e m b e r s ,
V e t e r a n s  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  C a l l  t o  g e t
i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  6 0 3 - 3 1 5 - 4 3 5 4  

C a l l  t h e  V e t e r a n ’ s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
( V A )  i n  M a n c h e s t e r  f o r  m o r e
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  m e d i c a l  c a r e  b e n e f i t s ,
t o  i n c l u d e  m e d i c a t i o n s  a n d  p o s s i b l e
c a r e  i n  t h e  h o m e  o r  a  c a r e  s e t t i n g .
6 0 3 - 6 2 4 - 4 3 6 6 .  T h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  o f f i c e
e x t e n s i o n  i s  6 7 9 9 .  

A r e a  A g i n g  a n d  D i s a b i l i t y  R e s o u r c e
C e n t e r  ( f o r m e r l y  S e r v i c e l i n k )  i n
L a c o n i a  6 0 3 - 5 2 8 - 6 9 4 5  o r  1 - 8 6 6 - 6 3 4 -
9 4 1 2  p r o v i d e s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  s u p p o r t
a n d  r e f e r r a l s  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  o f
r e s o u r c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  f o r
V e t e r a n s .  T h e y  h a v e  C a r e g i v e r
P r o g r a m s  t h a t  V e t e r a n s  a n d  t h e i r
f a m i l i e s  m a y  b e  e l i g i b l e  f o r .
 
C o n t a c t  t h e  B a r n s t e a d  T o w n  H a l l  t o
d i s c u s s  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  V e t e r a n
d i s c o u n t  o n  y o u r  p r o p e r t y  t a x e s  6 0 3 -
2 6 9 - 4 0 7 1
 

https://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records
https://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records
tel:1-866-444-4211
tel:603-315-4354
tel:603-624-4366
tel:603-528-6945
tel:1-866-634-9412
tel:1-866-634-9412
tel:603-269-4071
tel:603-269-4071


$100.00

BRONZE
 2.5‘x2.5' Color

Banner to be
displayed on the
inner rink walls.

GOLD
 

$300.00

SILVER
 

$200.00

8‘x2.5' Color
Banner to be
displayed on the
inner rink walls.

4‘x2.5' Color
Banner to be
displayed on the
inner rink walls.

 

RINK WALL SPONSORSHIP
Barnstead Parks and Recreation

Contact us:
barnsteadparks@gmail.com

802-332-3799

Sponsors can be companies or individuals.
Sponsors are to provide their own banner design (subject to approval for content and quality).
All banners will be displayed for a term of 18 months.
Banners will be placed in high-visibility areas around the inside of the rink.
Sponsors will be acknowledged on our website, social media, and in community newsletters as
contributors to the rink renovation project.
P&R will be responsible for replacing any banners that are damaged due to rink maintenance
prior to the end of the 18mo. term. Banners will not be replaced due to normal wear and tear.
Sponsors will have the option to renew their banners at the end of the 18mo. term. (Discounts
will be available for banner renewal.)
If you prefer to make a contribution of any amount towards the project; all donations will be
gratefully accepted. 

Banner Sponsorship Company Name:_________________________________________
Contact Name:___________________________________________
Phone No.:________________________________________________
Banner Selection: _____Gold _____Silver _____Bronze
&/OR a donation in the amount of: $____________________

 Email thedesignto:barnsteadparks@gmail.com, in format: ai,pdf,svg,or eps

Send check to: Barnstead Parks and Rec PO Box 11 Center Barnstead NH 03225
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B e y o n d  E g g s :  W h a t  I t  R e a l l y  T a k e s  t o  K e e p  a  F a r m  i n  B u s i n e s s
W a l k  i n t o  a  N e w  E n g l a n d  f a r m e r s  m a r k e t  i n  J u l y  a n d  y o u ’ l l  f i n d  t a b l e s  o v e r f l o w i n g
w i t h  f r e s h  p r o d u c e .  B y  O c t o b e r ,  t h o s e  s a m e  t a b l e s  l o o k  s p a r s e ,  a n d  s o m e  v i s i t o r s
l e a v e  d i s a p p o i n t e d .  B u t  t h a t ’ s  n o t  f a i l u r e  o n  t h e  f a r m e r ’ s  p a r t  —  i t ’ s  s i m p l y  t h e
r e a l i t y  o f  f a r m i n g  h e r e .
O u r  g r o w i n g  s e a s o n  i n  N e w  E n g l a n d  i s  s h o r t .  F r o s t  c o m e s  e a r l y ,  s o i l  c o o l s
q u i c k l y ,  a n d  w i t h o u t  e x p e n s i v e  g r e e n h o u s e s  a n d  h e a t i n g  s y s t e m s ,  f r e s h  p r o d u c e
b e c o m e s  i m p o s s i b l e  t h i s  l a t e  i n  t h e  y e a r .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  f a r m l a n d  i s  s h r i n k i n g .
B e t w e e n  2 0 0 1  a n d  2 0 1 6 ,  N e w  E n g l a n d  l o s t  m o r e  t h a n  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l
l a n d  t o  d e v e l o p m e n t .  P r o j e c t i o n s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  b y  2 0 4 0 ,  N e w  E n g l a n d  c o u l d  l o s e
a n o t h e r  2 6 7 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  f a r m l a n d  i f  c u r r e n t  t r e n d s  c o n t i n u e .  E v e r y  h a y f i e l d
t u r n e d  i n t o  a  s u b d i v i s i o n  i s  l a n d  t h a t  w i l l  n e v e r  g r a z e  l i v e s t o c k  o r  g r o w
v e g e t a b l e s  a g a i n .
S m a l l  f a r m e r s  a l s o  f a c e  h i g h  c o s t s .  W e  p a y  n e a r l y  t h e  s a m e  p r i c e  f o r  g r a i n  a s
c o n s u m e r s  d o  a t  t h e  f e e d  s t o r e ,  a n d  n o  o n e  o f f e r s  u s  d i s c o u n t s  a t  t h e  b u t c h e r .
A d d  i n  z o n i n g  a n d  p l a n n i n g  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  c e r t i f i e d  s c a l e  i n s p e c t i o n s ,  i n s u r a n c e
h i k e s ,  a n d  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  a n d  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  s t a c k  e v e n  h i g h e r .
Y e t  f a r m s  c o n t i n u e .  T h e y  c o n t i n u e  b e c a u s e  w e  b e l i e v e  g o o d  f o o d  a n d  o p e n  l a n d
a r e  w o r t h  f i g h t i n g  f o r .  B u t  t h e  t r u t h  i s ,  w e  c a n n o t  d o  i t  a l o n e .  F a r m i n g  i n  N e w
E n g l a n d  w i l l  o n l y  s u r v i v e  i f  c o m m u n i t i e s  c h o o s e  t o  s u p p o r t  i t .  T h a t  m e a n s  b u y i n g
l o c a l ,  e m b r a c i n g  s e a s o n a l i t y ,  a n d  v a l u i n g  n o t  j u s t  f r e s h  p r o d u c e ,  b u t  a l s o  m e a t s ,
b a k e d  g o o d s ,  a n d  e v e n  t h e  c r a f t s  t h a t  h e l p  f a r m e r s  c o v e r  c o s t s .  I t  m e a n s  s h o w i n g
u p  a t  t o w n  m e e t i n g s  a n d  m a k i n g  s u r e  o r d i n a n c e s  s u p p o r t  —  n o t  h i n d e r  —
a g r i c u l t u r e .
T h e  f u t u r e  o f  f a r m i n g  h e r e  i s n ’ t  g u a r a n t e e d .  I t ’ s  a  c h o i c e .  A n d  i t  b e l o n g s  t o  a l l  o f
u s .

( E r i n  S t o n e  o p e r a t e s  T h e  F o x  &  C r o w  F a r m  i n  B a r n s t e a d .  S h e  i s  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t
f a r m l a n d  p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  a g r i t o u r i s m ,  a n d  s u s t a i n i n g  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  l o c a l  a g r i c u l t u r e . )
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B a r n s t e a d  i s  h o m e  t o  m u l t i p l e  b a n d s t a n d s  a n d  a  g a z e b o :  t h e  B a r n s t e a d
P a r a d e  B a n d s t a n d ,  t h e  C e n t e r  B a r n s t e a d  B a n d s t a n d ,  a n d ,  a s  o f  2 0 2 4 ,  a
g a z e b o  l o c a t e d  b e h i n d  t h e  O s c a r  F o s s  M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y .
B a r n s t e a d ’ s  o l d e s t  b a n d s t a n d ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  a r o u n d  1 9 2 4 ,  s t a n d s  a b o u t  a
m i l e  f r o m  t h e  t o w n  c e n t e r .  N o w  a  c e n t u r y  o l d ,  t h i s  o c t a g o n a l  w o o d e n
s t r u c t u r e  s i t s  o n  t h e  v i l l a g e  g r e e n  k n o w n  a s  t h e  B a r n s t e a d  P a r a d e .  I t
c o n t i n u e s  t o  s e r v e  a s  a  c o m m u n i t y  h u b ,  h o s t i n g  s u m m e r  c o n c e r t s ,
f a r m e r s ’  m a r k e t s ,  a n d  o t h e r  t o w n  g a t h e r i n g s .  T h e  P a r a d e  B a n d s t a n d
f e a t u r e s  a  l o w  w o o d e n  b a s e ,  p a n e l e d  s i d e s ,  s t u r d y  p o s t s ,  a n d  a n
o c t a g o n a l  r o o f .  N e a r b y  a r e  t h e  P a r a d e  C h u r c h ,  t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e ,  a n d  F i r e
S t a t i o n  1 .
T h e  l a t e r  b a n d s t a n d ,  b u i l t  a r o u n d  1 9 3 7 ,  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  C e n t e r  B a r n s t e a d
n e a r  t h e  T o w n  H a l l  a n d  F i r e  S t a t i o n  2 .  M o r e  e l a b o r a t e  t h a n  i t s
p r e d e c e s s o r ,  t h i s  o c t a g o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  r e s t s  o n  a  t a l l  c o n c r e t e  b a s e  w i t h
p a n e l e d  w a l l s  a n d  w o o d e n  c o l u m n s  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  r o o f .  T h e  b a s e  o n c e
h o u s e d  a  c o n c e s s i o n  s t a n d  t h a t  s o l d  h o t  d o g s ,  p o p c o r n ,  p o p c o r n  b a l l s ,
a n d  i c e  c r e a m  t o  c o n c e r t g o e r s  d u r i n g  c o m m u n i t y  e v e n t s .
B o t h  b a n d s t a n d s  a r e  c l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  a  l o c a l  b a n d  t h a t  b e c a m e  a c t i v e  i n
t h e  1 9 2 0 s  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  J o h n  J .  J e n k i n s ,  a  B a r n s t e a d  n a t i v e
a n d  r u r a l  m a i l  c a r r i e r .  T h e  B a r n s t e a d  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  s p o n s o r e d  t h e
r e p a i r  a n d  r e f u r b i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  C e n t e r  B a n d s t a n d  i n  1 9 9 8 ,  a n d  t h e
P a r a d e  B a n d s t a n d  w a s  r e n o v a t e d  i n  2 0 2 2 .
A s  o f  2 0 2 4 ,  t h e  l i b r a r y ’ s  g a z e b o  j o i n s  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n  o f  c o m m u n i t y
g a t h e r i n g  s p a c e s .  I t s  m i s s i n g  p e a k  c a p  i s  n o t e d — a n d  i t s  r e t u r n  w o u l d
b e  m u c h  a p p r e c i a t e d .

Bandstands of Barnstead

Center Barnstead Oscar Foss Library

Barnstead Parade
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Board of Selectmen Meeting is weekly on Tuesdays starting at 6PM.

Alcoholics Anonymous meetings are held Tuesday evenings at the Center

Barnstead Christian Church and Sunday at the Barnstead Town Hall at 7PM.

Town Hall is Closed to the public the third Wednesday of each month.

Barnstead Parade church Annual Cookie Walk is Saturday, December 13from  

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

Barnstead School Board Meeting is Wednesday 11/19 at 6:00 PM.

JMA School Board Meeting is Tuesday 11/18 at 6:00 PM.

Planning Board Meeting is 11/6 and 11/20 at 6:00 PM.

Barnstead Community Feast will be at BES on 11/22 at 12:00 PM.

Community Events


