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HAPPY GROUNDHOG DAY!

LIBRARY HAPPENINGS

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

I F  Y O U  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  S U B M I T
A N  E V E N T  O R  C L A S S I F I E D  F O R
T H E  B A R N S T E A D  B A N N E R ,
P L E A S E  E M A I L
D A N I E L L E @ O S C A R F O S S . O R G
W I T H  T H E  D E T A I L S .  

T O  S U B S C R I B E  T O  T H E  O N L I N E
I S S U E  O F  T H E  B A N N E R ,  G O  T O
W W W . O S C A R F O S S . O R G  / T H E -
B A R N S T E A D - B A N N E R
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Influencer Influenza
b y  K r i s t i n a  S c h r a m

Y o u  k n o w  t h o s e  p e o p l e  w h o  p o s t  T i k T o k  v i d e o s  o f
t h e m s e l v e s  s h a r i n g  t h e i r  t h o u g h t s  o n  a  p l e t h o r a
o f  t h i n g s ,  a n d  p e o p l e  f o l l o w  t h e m  t o  s e e  w h a t
t h o s e  t h o u g h t s  a r e ?  E v e n  w h e n  a  s u r p l u s  o f  t h o s e
t h o u g h t s  a r e  a b o u t  a s  b e n e f i c i a l  a s  u s i n g  a  f o r k  t o
e a t  b r o t h ?  I f  y o u  d o n ’ t  a l r e a d y  k n o w  w h o  t h o s e
p e o p l e  a r e ,  I  w i l l  t e l l  y o u .  T h e y ’ r e  c a l l e d
i n f l u e n c e r s .  I ’ m  n o t  s u r e  I ’ m  a l l  t h a t  k e e n  o n
i n f l u e n c e r s ,  n o t  b e i n g  o n e  w h o  l i k e s  t o  b e
i n f l u e n c e d .  P r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  I ’ m  a n  u n r e p e n t a n t
r e b e l ,  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  u n i q u e  a n d  s p e c i a l .  A
v e r i t a b l e  s n o w f l a k e  a m  I .  B u t  m a i n l y  I  a m
s t u b b o r n .

T h e  t h i n g  i s ,  I  d o n ’ t  a c t u a l l y  f o l l o w  a n y
i n f l u e n c e r s .  I ’ m  o n l y  m e n t i o n i n g  t h e m  b e c a u s e  I ’ m
c o n s i d e r i n g  b e c o m i n g  a n  i n f l u e n c e r  m y s e l f .  I
h a v e n ’ t  y e t  d e c i d e d  w h a t  t o p i c  I ’ m  g o i n g  t o
i n f l u e n c e  p e o p l e  o n ,  b u t  t h a t ’ s  b e s i d e s  t h e  p o i n t .
P i c k  p r e t t y  m u c h  a n y t h i n g ,  h a v e  a  s t r o n g  o p i n i o n
a b o u t  i t ,  a n d  y o u ’ r e  g o l d e n .

Happy Groundhog Day!



Y o u  s i m p l y  n e e d  t o  k n o w  h o w  t o  p u t
y o u r  b e s t  f o o t  f o r w a r d ,  a n d  I  t h i n k  I
c a n  h a n d l e  t h a t  f i n e .  I t ’ s  c a l l e d
w a l k i n g .

M y  m a i n  m o t i v e  i n  b e c o m i n g  a n
i n f l u e n c e r ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  u n c h e c k e d
p o w e r ,  i s  t o  m a k e  m o n e y  w i t h o u t
h a v i n g  a  f u l l - t i m e  j o b .  I  w i l l  c a l l  i t  m y
s i d e  h u s t l e ,  b e c a u s e  I  l i k e  h o w  t h a t
s o u n d s .  L i k e  I ’ v e  g o t  l o t s  g o i n g  o n  a n d  I
h a v e  t o  d o  i t  a l l  q u i c k l y ,  s o  e v e r y o n e
m u s t  l e a v e  m e  a l o n e  w h i l e  I ’ m  d o i n g
t h e s e  t e r r i b l y  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g s  a t  h i g h
s p e e d .  M y  t h e m e  s o n g  w o u l d  b e  “ D o  t h e
H u s t l e . ”  I t ’ s  f r e e  a n d  e a s y  m a r k e t i n g ,
p l u s  i f  I  t e l l  p e o p l e  t h a t  I  “ D o  t h e  S i d e
H u s t l e ”  t h e y  w i l l  t h i n k  I ’ m  v e r y  c l e v e r ,
a n d  l i s t e n  t o  m y  e v e r y  w o r d  f r o m  t h e n
o n .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  I  d o n ’ t  a c t u a l l y  k n o w
h o w  t o  “ d o  t h e  h u s t l e , ”  a  f a c t  m a d e
c l e a r  t o  m e  w h e n  I  g o o g l e d  i t  a n d  f o u n d
a  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  v i d e o .  B u t  a g a i n ,  w h a t
d o e s  i t  m a t t e r ?  M e  l e a r n i n g  t o  h u s t l e
w i l l  m a k e  g o o d  c o n t e n t .  B u t  a l s o  g o o d
a m m o  f o r  w h e n  m y  k i d s  w a n t  t o  d e c l a r e
m e  m e n t a l l y  i n c o m p e t e n t .  S o  I  n e e d  t o
b e  c a r e f u l  h e r e .

T h e  h a r d  p a r t  w o u l d  b e  g e n e r a t i n g
c o n t e n t  e v e r y  d a y .  I ’ m  n o t  s u r e  I  c a n
m a k e  t h a t  m a n y  v i d e o s  o n  s u c h
s c i n t i l l a t i n g  t o p i c s  a s ,  T h e  B e s t  G l i t t e r
H a i r s p r a y  f o r  C a t s !  o r ,  T h e  B e s t  G l i t t e r
M a k e u p  f o r  C a t s !  w i t h o u t  s p i r a l i n g  i n t o
m a d n e s s .  M a y b e  I  s h o u l d  j u s t  b e  a n
i n f l u e n c e r  o n  i n f l u e n c e r s .  I  w i l l  t e l l
y o u  w h i c h  o n e s  t o  f o l l o w  a n d  w h i c h
o n e s  t o  d u m p .  E a s y  p e a s y .  I ’ l l  t e l l  y o u
t o  d u m p  t h e m  a l l  a n d  f o l l o w  o n l y  m e ,
b e c a u s e  I  d o n ’ t  l i k e  i n f l u e n c e r s  u n l e s s
I ’ m  t h e  o n l y  o n e .  I s  i t  b e c a u s e  t h e y
m a k e  m e  s i c k ,  o r  a m  I  s i m p l y  s i c k  o f
t h e m ?  ( I t ' s  a l s o  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  I ' m  j u s t
d e a d  j e a l o u s . )  I ’ d  l e t  y o u  b e  t h e  j u d g e ,
b u t  t h a t  g o e s  a g a i n s t  w h a t  I ’ m  t r y i n g  t o
d o  h e r e .

A n y w a y ,  i f  y o u  s e e  m e  o u t  a n d  a b o u t  i n
B a r n s t e a d ,  f o l l o w  m e .  W a i t ,  n o .  D o n ’ t
f o l l o w  m e  i n  r e a l  l i f e ,  j u s t  o n l i n e .
A l t h o u g h ,  t h a t  w o u l d  m a k e  g o o d
c o n t e n t .  W e  c o u l d  f o r m  a  p a r a d e .  O r ,  i f
y o u  a c t u a l l y  f o l l o w e d  m e  h o m e ,  I ’ d  c a l l
t h e  P D  b e c a u s e  I  t h o u g h t  I  w a s  b e i n g
s t a l k e d .  T h e n  w e ’ d  a l l  h a v e  a  g o o d
l a u g h  a b o u t  t h e  m i s t a k e ,  a n d  b a m !
W e ’ r e  g o i n g  v i r a l ,  b a b y !  S o  i f  y o u  w a n t
t o  h a v e  f u n  b e i n g  i n f l u e n c e d ,  I ’ m  y o u r
g a l .  F o l l o w  m e  @ I A m a S h a m S c h r a m .  Y o u
w o n ’ t  r e g r e t  i t !
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Jo h n  B a b b  G a r l a n d  T r u n k  D o n a t i o n

J o h n  B a b b  G a r l a n d  ( 1 8 0 0 -1 8 9 6) ,  t h e
s o n  o f  I s a a c  a n d  Lyd i a  ( B a b b)
G a r l a n d ,  wa s  a  f a r m e r,  t e a c h e r  a n d
l aw ye r  f r o m  No r t h  B a r n s t e a d .  T h i s
l e a t h e r - b o u n d  t r u n k  wa s  a c q u i r e d
b y  D av i d  a n d  E i l e e n  M u r l e y  i n  2 0 1 2 .
We  t h a n k  t h e  M u r l e y ’ s  f o r  t h e i r
g e n e r o u s  d o n a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e
a s s i s t a n c e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  B o b  a n d
C a r o l  G a t e s  w i t h  r e t r i e v i n g  t h e
t r u n k  f r o m  t h e  M u r l e y ’ s .

Barnstead Historical Society 
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By  S a m  M cKe e n
W h e n  R i c k  a n d  D i a n a  L eB l o n d  m o v e d
t o  B a r n s t e a d  t wo  ye a r s  a g o ,  t h e y  we r e
l o o k i n g  f o r  a  q u i e t e r  p a c e  o f  l i f e  a n d  a
t r u e  s m a l l - t ow n  f e e l .  “ We  wa nt e d  a
c o u nt r y  s e t t i n g ,  f u r t h e r  n o r t h ,  b u t
s t i l l  c l o s e  e n o u g h  t o  e v e r y t h i n g ,”  R i c k
s h a r e d .  “ We  e n d e d  u p  h e r e ,  a n d  we
l o v e  i t .”
A l t h o u g h  R i c k ’ s  Tr e e  S e r v i c e  i s
r e l a t i v e l y  n e w  t o  B a r n s t e a d ,  t h e
b u s i n e s s  i t s e l f  h a s  b e e n  a r o u n d  f o r
m o r e  t h a n  a  d e c a d e .  R i c k  Tr e e  S e r v i c e
s t a r t e d  1 1  ye a r s  a g o  i n  S a l e m ,  Ne w
H a m p s h i r e ,  a l m o s t  b y  a c c i d e nt .  W h a t
b e g a n  a s  s e l l i n g  f i r e wo o d  a s  a  h o b b y
s l ow l y  t u r n e d  i n t o  s o m e t h i n g  m o r e .
“ Pe o p l e  wo u l d  a s k  i f  I  c o u l d  c u t  a
b r a n c h ,  o r  s o m e o n e  a t  c h u r c h  wo u l d
a s k  i f  I  c o u l d  t a k e  a  t r e e  d ow n ,”  R i c k
s a i d .  “ I  s t a r t e d  l e a r n i n g  f r o m  a n
a r b o r i s t  f r i e n d ,  a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s  l i k e ,
‘ How  wo u l d  yo u  c u t  t h i s  t r e e? ’  A n d  i t
j u s t  k i n d  o f  g r e w  f r o m  t h e r e .”
O v e r  t i m e ,  t h a t  c u r i o s i t y  a n d
w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  l e a r n  t u r n e d  i n t o  a  f u l l -
s e r v i c e  t r e e  c o m p a n y.  To d ay,  R i c k ’ s
Tr e e  S e r v i c e  o f f e r s  t r e e  t r i m m i n g ,  t r e e
r e m o va l s ,  h a z a r d o u s  a n d  s t o r m -
d a m a g e d  t r e e  wo r k ,  s t u m p  g r i n d i n g ,
a n d  f i r e wo o d  s a l e s .
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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT
Rick’s Tree Service

R i c k  wo r k s  a l o n g s i d e  h i s  w i f e ,  D i a n a ,
a n d  t wo  o f  h i s  s o n s .  D i a n a  r u n s  t h e
f i r e wo o d  s i d e  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s —
s o m e t h i n g  R i c k  s ay s  s h e  g e n u i n e l y
l o v e s .  “ We  b o u g ht  a  p r o c e s s o r,  I  b r i n g
t h e  l o g s  h o m e ,  a n d  s h e  s p l i t s  t h e m  a n d
s e l l s  t h e  f i r e wo o d  l o c a l l y,”  h e  s h a r e d .
Fa m i l y  i s  c e nt r a l  t o  t h e  b u s i n e s s ,  a n d
R i c k  h o p e s  h i s  s o n s  w i l l  o n e  d ay  t a k e
o v e r  m a n y  o f  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  “ I ’d
l o v e  f o r  t h e m  t o  t a k e  o v e r  a n d  r u n  t h e
b u s i n e s s .”  A n o t h e r  s o n  ow n s  a n d
o p e r a t e s  J R L  S t u m p  G r i n d i n g ,  w h i c h
R i c k ’ s  Tr e e  S e r v i c e  p a r t n e r s  w i t h  w h e n
c u s t o m e r s  n e e d  s t u m p  g r i n d i n g .  “ I t
wo r k s  o u t  g r e a t ,”  R i c k  s a i d .  “ I t  k e e p s
t h e  wo r k  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  a n d  e n s u r e s  o u r
c u s t o m e r s  a r e  we l l  t a k e n  c a r e  o f .”
W h i l e  m u c h  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y ’s  c l i e nt
b a s e  i s  s t i l l  a r o u n d  S a l e m ,  R i c k  i s  d o i n g
m o r e  j o b s  c l o s e r  t o  h o m e .  “ I ’ v e  b e e n
g e t t i n g  m o r e  j o b s  l o c a l l y,  w h i c h  h a s
b e e n  r e a l l y  n i c e ,”  h e  s a i d .  R i c k  i s  a l s o
b u i l d i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  o t h e r  l o c a l
p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t e a m i n g  u p
w i t h  a  l o c a l  l o g g i n g  c o m p a n y  w h e n
p r o j e c t s  r e q u i r e  d i f f e r e nt  s k i l l  s e t s .
“ We  d o  d i f f e r e nt  t y p e s  o f  wo r k ,  s o  i t
m a k e s  s e n s e  t o  h e l p  e a c h  o t h e r  o u t ,”  h e
e x p l a i n e d .  
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S i n c e  m o v i n g  t o  B a r n s t e a d ,  R i c k  a n d
D i a n a  h av e  e m b r a c e d  t h e  c o m m u n i t y
w h o l e h e a r t e d l y.  “ We  r e a l l y  l o v e  i t
h e r e ,”  R i c k  s a i d .  “ Ev e r y  t i m e  we  d r i v e
h o m e ,  we  p i n c h  o u r s e l v e s .”
A t  i t s  h e a r t ,  R i c k ’ s  Tr e e  S e r v i c e  r e f l e c t s
t h e  va l u e s  t h a t  m a n y  B a r n s t e a d
r e s i d e nt s  a p p r e c i a t e  m o s t :  h a r d  wo r k ,
h o n e s t y,  a n d  p e r s o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n .  I f
yo u  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  d e p e n d a b l e  t r e e
s e r v i c e s  f r o m  s o m e o n e  w h o  l i v e s  i n  a n d
a p p r e c i a t e s  t h e  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y,  t h e n
d o n ’ t  h e s i t a t e  t o  r e a c h  o u t  t o  R i c k  b y
c a l l i n g  o r  t e x t i n g  h i m  a t  (6 0 3)  3 6 5 -7 7 7 1 .

211 or 1-866-444-4211 
Information and Resource Line

Up to date resource,
 call and get help!

24 hours a day, 365 days a year
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Vo l u n t e e r s  Ne e d e d  –  
E n d  6 8  Ho u r s  o f  Hu n g e r
Wa nt  t o  l e n d  a  h a n d  a n d  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e?  E n d  6 8  i s  l o o k i n g  f o r
v o l u nt e e r s  t o  h e l p  b y  p a c k i n g  f o o d  a n d  d e l i v e r i n g  i t  t o  t h o s e  i n  n e e d .  I t ’ s  a
s i m p l e  way  t o  s e r v e  a n d  b l e s s  yo u r  c o m m u n i t y,  n o  s p e c i a l  s k i l l s  r e q u i r e d !
I f  yo u ’ r e  i n t e r e s t e d  o r  wa nt  m o r e  d e t a i l s ,  e m a i l
B a r n s t e a d N H @ e n d 6 8 h o u r s o f h u n g e r. o r g .
 
T h e  B a r n s t e a d  He l p e r s  a r e  s e e k i n g  a  v o l u nt e e r  t o  h e l p  c o o r d i n a t e
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e e d s  f o r  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  i n  t h e  B a r n s t e a d  a r e a .
T h i s  r o l e  i nv o l v e s  wo r k i n g  w i t h  a  s m a l l  g r o u p  o f  l o c a l  v o l u nt e e r s  t o
m a t c h  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r e q u e s t s  w i t h  ava i l a b l e  d r i v e r s .  I f  yo u  e n j o y
c o n n e c t i n g  p e o p l e ,  o r g a n i z i n g  d e t a i l s ,  a n d  s e r v i n g  yo u r  c o m m u n i t y,
t h i s  i s  a  m e a n i n g f u l  way  t o  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e .  S u p p o r t  a n d
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a r e  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  B a r n s t e a d  He l p e r s .  To  l e a r n  m o r e
p l e a s e  c o nt a c t  d h i nt o n o f m l @ g m a i l . c o m .

FUTURE IN SIGHT

25 Walker Street, Concord, NH 03301 - 603-224-4039 - Monday-Friday 8-4

This non-profit organization provides support and resources for adults and

children. Call and speak with a client care team member. They will learn about

your vision and hearing loss. If appropriate, they will schedule a home visit to

fully understand your needs and discuss your options.

Services include:

Assessment

Adaptive aids and devices

Training with a mobility specialist (if appropriate/needed)

Counseling

Ride Program for active clients. 

Help getting to medical, shopping, peer support programs

Accessible phones for individuals with vision, hearing loss and challenges to

speech and mobility (NH-TEAP). (In some cases, the phone may be free)

mailto:BarnsteadNH@end68hoursofhunger.org
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Board of Selectmen Meeting is weekly on Tuesdays starting at 6PM.

Alcoholics Anonymous meetings are held Tuesday evenings at the Center Barnstead

Christian Church and Sunday at the Barnstead Town Hall at 7PM.

Barnstead School Board Meeting is Wednesday 2/18 at 6:00 PM.

JMA School Board Meeting is Tuesday 2/17 at 6:00 PM.

Planning Board Meeting is 2/12 and 2/19 at 6:00 PM.

Parks and Rec Commission meets 2/12 at 6:00 PM.

Barnstead Tri-Centennial Committee  meets the first Monday of the month at the Oscar

Foss Memorial Library at 7:00 PM.

Barnstead Old Home Day Committee meets the first Wednesday of the month at the

Oscar Foss Memorial Library at 7:00 PM.

“Fishing for Freedom” is an ice fishing derby being held to give back to our community

and support our Veterans, with all proceeds going to Veterans Count by Easter Seals NH.

It will be held on Suncook Lake on 2/14 starting at sunrise to 3:30PM.

Avery Michaud Memorial Fishing Derby will be held on Brindle Pond on 2/28.

Registration begins at 9:00 AM. All children ages 15 & under are welcome! 

$5.00 registration fee. Prizes awarded for the 3 heaviest fish in two age groups:• Ages 11–

15• Ages 10 & under. FREE raffle prizes throughout the day, including a portable ice

fishing shelter for one lucky participant! This tournament is held in loving memory of

Avery Michaud.

Community Events


