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HISTORICAL SOCIETY
NEWS

HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY!

LIBRARY HAPPENINGS

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

I F  Y O U  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  S U B M I T
A N  E V E N T  O R  C L A S S I F I E D  F O R
T H E  B A R N S T E A D  B A N N E R ,
P L E A S E  E M A I L
D A N I E L L E @ O S C A R F O S S . O R G
W I T H  T H E  D E T A I L S .  

T O  S U B S C R I B E  T O  T H E  O N L I N E
I S S U E  O F  T H E  B A N N E R ,  G O  T O
W W W . O S C A R F O S S . O R G  / T H E -
B A R N S T E A D - B A N N E R

DANCE LIKE NOBODY’S WATCHING-UNLESS SOMEONE
IS TAPING
b y  K r i s t i n a  S c h r a m

T h e  o l d e r  I  g e t ,  t h e  l e s s  I  f i n d  m y s e l f  c a r i n g
a b o u t  w h a t  p e o p l e  t h i n k  o f  m e .  B u t  w h a t  I  r e a l l y
w a n t  i s  t o  g o  a l l  t h e  w a y  a n d  n o t  w o r r y  a b o u t
a n y o n e ’ s  o p i n i o n s .  T h e n  I  c o u l d  f i n a l l y  b e  t h e
d e v i l - m a y - c a r e ,  p l a i n - s p o k e n ,  t a k e - n o - p r i s o n e r s
s o r t  o f  p e r s o n  I ’ v e  a l w a y s  w a n t e d  t o  b e .  B u t  i t ’ s
s l o w  g o i n g  b e c a u s e  o l d  h a b i t s  a r e  h a r d  t o  b r e a k .
L a w s ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  n o t  s o  m u c h .  S o  I ’ m
g o i n g  t o  n e e d  t o  b e  c a r e f u l  i f  I  f i n a l l y  d e c i d e  t h a t
n i c e t i e s  d o n ’ t  w o r k  f o r  m e  a n y m o r e .  O r  s p e e d
l i m i t s .  O r  c l o t h e s .  

T h e s e  d a y s ,  h o w e v e r ,  y o u  c a n ’ t  d o  a n y t h i n g
w i t h o u t  w o r r y i n g  s o m e o n e  m i g h t  t r y  t o  r e c o r d
y o u r  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  p u b l i c  c o n s u m p t i o n .  N o t  o n l y
w i l l  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  s e e  t h e  v i d e o ,  b u t  a l l  o f  t h e i r
f r i e n d s ,  a n d  s o  o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  e n t i r e  w o r l d .
F o r e v e r .  I ’ m  n o t  s u r e  I ’ m  r e a d y  f o r  t h a t  k i n d  o f
e x p o s u r e .  I  s u p p o s e  I ’ d  g e t  m y  1 5  m i n u t e s  o f
f a m e ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  b e  f u n .  B u t  i s  i t  w o r t h  i t ?  



I  m e a n ,  I ’ d  p r o b a b l y  h a v e  t o  g o  o n  t h e
t a l k  s h o w  c i r c u i t  a n d  b e m o a n  h o w  I
w a s  t r a u m a t i z e d  a s  a  c h i l d  w h e n  I
d i d n ’ t  g e t  t o  d o  w h a t e v e r  I  w a n t e d .
A n d  h o w  m y  p a r e n t s  w o u l d n ’ t  e v e n  l e t
m e  h a v e  m y  o w n  s e r v a n t ,  w h i c h  m a d e
m e  s u f f e r  t e r r i b l y  a n d  n o w  I  h a v e
P T S D .

B u t  I  d i g r e s s .  I  f i n d  i t  s a d  t h a t  p e o p l e
c a n ’ t  g e t  u p  t o  s h e n a n i g a n s  w i t h o u t
s o m e o n e  c a p t u r i n g  i t  a n d  s h a r i n g  i t .  I
w a n t  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  b e  m e  w i t h o u t  t h e
w h o l e  w o r l d  k n o w i n g .  T h o u g h ,  t r u t h
b e  t o l d ,  m y  m a i n  i s s u e  w i t h  p e o p l e
r e c o r d i n g  m e  i s  p u r e  v a n i t y .  I  s i m p l y
d o n ’ t  l o o k  o r  s o u n d  v e r y  g o o d  o n
v i d e o .  P r o b a b l y  a l s o  i n  r e a l  l i f e ,  b u t  a t
l e a s t  i n  r e a l  l i f e ,  I  c a n  c o n v i n c e
m y s e l f  o t h e r w i s e .  T h e  p r o b l e m  w i t h
v i d e o s  i s  w h e n  I  l o o k  a t  o t h e r  p e o p l e
i n  t h e  v i d e o ,  t h e y  l o o k  e x a c t l y  l i k e
w h a t  I  t h i n k  t h e y  d o .  S o  I  m u s t ,  a s
w e l l .  S i g h .

G e t t i n g  o l d e r  i s  h a r d ,  b u t  i t ’ s  r a t h e r
f r e e i n g ,  t o o ,  a s  y o u ’ r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  b e
h e l d  a c c o u n t a b l e  f o r  y o u r
q u e s t i o n a b l e  a c t i o n s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i f
y o u ’ r e  o l d  a n d  y o u r  h a t  i s  o n  l o p s i d e d ,
t h a t ’ s  c o n s i d e r e d  a d o r a b l e  a n d  q u i r k y .
I  w a s  o u t  s h o p p i n g  w i t h  m y  m o m  t h e
o t h e r  d a y  a n d  a  l a d y  a p p r o a c h e d  m e
a n d  a s k e d  i f  t h a t  l a d y - p o i n t i n g  a t
M u m - w a s  m y  m o m .
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 I  s a i d  y e s .  S h e  a s k e d  h e r  a g e  ( 8 4 ) .
M i n d  y o u ,  I ’ m  s t a n d i n g  t h r e e  f e e t
a w a y  f r o m  m y  m o m ,  w h o  i s  q u i t e
c a p a b l e  o f  s p e e c h  ( b e l i e v e  m e ) .  S h e
t o l d  m e  m y  m o m  w a s  s o  c u t e ,  t h e n
t u r n e d  t o  m y  m o m ,  r a i s e d  h e r  v o i c e ,
a n d  c o n g r a t u l a t e d  h e r  o n  n o t  l e t t i n g
l i t t l e  t h i n g s  ( l i k e  b e i n g  o l d )  s t o p  h e r
f r o m  g e t t i n g  o u t  a n d  a b o u t .  T h e
s t r a n g e  t h i n g  w a s  t h a t  t h e  w o m a n
d i d n ’ t  l o o k  a l l  t h a t  m u c h  y o u n g e r  t h a n
m y  m o m .  B u t ,  s i n c e  m y  m o m  w a s
w e a r i n g  a  h a n d k n i t t e d  h a t  w i t h  a  f u r r y
p o m - p o m  o n  t o p  ( a n d  y e s ,  i t  w a s  o n
l o p s i d e d ) ,  s h e  g e t s  c a l l e d  c u t e .  I ’ d  g e t
c a l l e d  d r u n k .

W h e n  y o u ’ r e  y o u n g ,  y o u  d o  s t u p i d
t h i n g s ,  a n d  n o w a d a y s  p e o p l e  r e c o r d
i t ,  a n d  i t  f o l l o w s  y o u  a r o u n d  f o r  t h e
r e s t  o f  y o u r  l i f e .  B u t  w h e n  y o u ’ r e  o l d
a n d  d o  s t u p i d  t h i n g s ,  p e o p l e  e x p e c t  i t ,
s o  i t ’ s  n o t  e x a c t l y  b r e a k i n g  n e w s .
P l u s ,  t h e y  p r o b a b l y  w o n ’ t  r e c o r d  y o u
b e c a u s e ,  l e t ’ s  f a c e  i t ,  a g i n g  d o e s n ’ t
e x a c t l y  i m p r o v e  o n e ’ s  l o o k s  ( M a r t h a
S t e w a r t  b e i n g  t h e  e x c e p t i o n ) .  S o  I
g u e s s  I  s h o u l d  j u s t  d a n c e  l i k e
n o b o d y ’ s  t a p i n g ,  b e c a u s e  i n  r e a l i t y ,
p r o b a b l y  n o b o d y  i s .  :  (







B a r n s t e a d  i n  t h e  Re vo l u t i o n a r y  Wa r

B a r n s t e a d  p l aye d  a  m e a n i n g f u l  r o l e  i n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n  t h r o u g h
t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  i t s  r e s i d e nt s .  He r e  a r e  a  f e w  n o t a b l e  c o nt r i b u t i o n s :

J o n a t h a n  C h e s l e y  t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  o n l y  r e c o r d e d  m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n  i n  Ne w
H a m p s h i r e  d u r i n g  t h e  c o n f l i c t .  O n  D e c e m b e r  1 4 –1 5 ,  1 7 74 ,  h e  h e l p e d
c a p t u r e  m u n i t i o n s  a n d  s u p p l i e s  f r o m  Fo r t  Wi l l i a m  a n d  M a r y  i n  Ne w  C a s t l e ,
a r m i n g  P a t r i o t  f o r c e s  a h e a d  o f  B u n k e r  H i l l .  He  l a t e r  s e r v e d  a s  a n  A r m y
Q u a r t e r m a s t e r,  p r o v i d i n g  c r i t i c a l  l o g i s t i c a l  s u p p o r t —f o o d ,  c l o t h i n g ,  a n d
e q u i p m e nt — t o  t h e  C o nt i n e nt a l  A r m y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  wa r.  A  Ne w
H a m p s h i r e  h i s t o r i c  h i g h way  m a r k e r  o n  R o u t e  1 2 6  n e a r  t h e  b a s e b a l l  f i e l d ,
d e d i c a t e d  i n  2 0 0 6 ,  h o n o r s  h i s  s e r v i c e  t o  b o t h  t h e  A r m y  a n d  t h e  t ow n .  ￼

B r a d b u r y  S i n k l e r  e n l i s t e d  i n  1 7 7 7  a n d  s e r v e d  a l o n g s i d e  h i s  m a t e r n a l  u n c l e ,
C o l .  J o s e p h  C i l l e y,  a n d  t h r e e  b r o t h e r s  i n  t h e  1 s t  Ne w  H a m p s h i r e  R e g i m e nt .
He  f o u g ht  a s  a  P r i va t e  a t  T i c o n d e r o g a ,  B e m i s  He i g ht s ,  S a r a t o g a ,  a n d  W h i t e
M a r s h .  He  e n d u r e d  t h e  b r u t a l  w i nt e r  e n c a m p m e nt  a t  Va l l e y  Fo r g e  i n  1 7 7 7–
1 7 7 8 ,  w h e r e  h e ,  l i k e  m a n y  f e l l ow  P a t r i o t s ,  d i e d  o f  s i c k n e s s  a n d  d i s e a s e .
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H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  P a g e
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The Barnstead Planning Board is seeking letters of interest from volunteers to

serve on the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) Committee.

A background in, or an interest in, budgeting and municipal government is helpful.

This volunteer position primarily meets during the summer and fall in the evening.

Committee members work on annual long term capital budgeting proposals with

the goal of helping keep the town's portion of the tax rate as stable as possible

while ensuring Town departments have the equipment, facilities, and other

resources needed to provide excellent service to the community.

Letters of interest may be mailed to:

Office of the Planning Board

Town of Barnstead

PO Box 11

Center Barnstead, NH 03225

J o s e p h  P l a c e  s e r v e d  b o t h  o n  l a n d  a n d  a t  s e a .  H i s  o n l y  s o n ,  J o h n ,  s e r v e d
i n  t h e  Wa r  o f  1 8 1 2 .  T h r e e  o f  J o h n ’s  s o n s  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  C i v i l  Wa r,  a n d  o n e
o f  t h e m —Ja m e s — d i e d  i n  A n d e r s o nv i l l e  P r i s o n .

Ja m e s  D av i s  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  a n d  l a t e r  d i e d  d u r i n g  t h e  Wa r  o f
1 8 1 2 .

Fo r  m o r e  o n  B a r n s t e a d ’s  c o nt r i b u t i o n s ,  s e e  H i s t o r y  o f  B a r n s t e a d ,  Ne w
H a m p s h i r e  ( f r o m  i t s  f i r s t  s e t t l e m e nt  i n  1 7 2 7  t o  1 8 7 2 )  b y  Je r e m i a h  P.
Je we t t .  C o p i e s  a r e  ava i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  B a r n s t e a d  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y.
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Congregational Church of North Barnstead Welcomes New Pastor

Our congregation is very excited to share that we have
called Heather Ivone Milliken to be our Pastor and
teacher. Some of you may know Heather because she
grew up in Barnstead where her father and stepmother
still reside in their family home. Heather is excited to
serve in her hometown, to reconnect with old
friends and to make new ones!

Heather earned her BA at Boston University in
Philosophy and Religion, intending to pursue ministry.
Her life took a different path and she subsequently
earned an MBA from Bentley University and had a very
successful career for two decades in information
management systems and product development. 

In 2024 she once again felt a call to a pastoral career and enrolled in the School of
Theology at Boston University. She will graduate with her Masters in Divinity in May 2027.

We invite you to come meet Pastor Heather at one of our church events and on Sunday
mornings, 10 am at 504 North Barnstead Road. The Congregational Church of North
Barnstead is affiliated with the United Church of Christ and is both an open and affirming
and an accessible congregation. 

“No matter where you are on your spiritual journey, you are welcome here.” 

For additional information about the Zoom access to worship and summer schedule, please
go to ccnorthbarnstead.org.



Belknap Area Market Management (BAMM) is excited to announce the

return of its farmers markets for the 2026 season, bringing fresh, locally sourced

produce, meats, baked goods, and artisan crafts to the communities of Tilton, Barnstead,

and Laconia/Weirs Beach. The markets will run from late May through early October,

offering residents and visitors a vibrant and accessible way to support local farmers and

artisans.

Market Schedule:

Suncook Valley Farmers Market (Barnstead)

Saturdays, 10:00 AM–1:00 PM, starting May 30

91 Maple St, Center Barnstead

Each market will feature a diverse array of vendors offering fresh produce, meats, baked

goods, and artisan crafts. SNAP/EBT benefits are accepted at all markets and are doubled

through the Granite State Market Match program, making healthy, local food more

accessible to all.

BAMM is committed to fostering a strong local economy by providing a platform for

small-scale farmers and artisans to showcase their products. The markets also serve as

community hubs, bringing together neighbors and visitors to celebrate the abundance of

the Belknap region, while enjoying live music and hot food from a variety of food trucks.

For more information about the markets, vendor applications, and support opportunities,

please visit www.bamm-nh.org.

Contact:

Belknap Area Market Management

9 Berry Rd, Belmont, NH 03220

Phone: (603) 409-2871

Email: info@bamm-nh.org

Website: www.bamm-nh.org

About Belknap Area Market Management (BAMM):

BAMM is a NH benefit corporation dedicated to supporting and promoting local

agriculture and artisans in the Belknap region of New Hampshire. Through its farmers

markets, BAMM provides a platform for small-scale producers to connect with

consumers, fostering a vibrant and sustainable local food system.
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Board of Selectmen Meeting is weekly on Tuesdays starting at 6PM.

Alcoholics Anonymous meetings are held Tuesday evenings at the Center Barnstead

Christian Church and Sunday at the Barnstead Town Hall at 7PM.

Planning Board Meeting 6/18 at 6PM

Barnstead Old Home Day Committee meets the first Wednesday of the month at the Oscar

Foss Memorial Library at 7:00 PM.

The Barnstead Parks and Recreation Summer Concert series is underway! The concerts are

in the Barnstead Parade Circle and start at 6PM on Saturday evenings:

7/11 Visitors Band of NH - Classic Rock & Country

7/18 White Dog Duo - '70s Music

7/25 North Shore Junction - Rock, Blues, Country and R&B

8/8 The Puffin and Loon - Folk, Americana, Country, Bluegrass, Gospel & Blues

8/15 Bel Airs - Golden Era of Doo Wop and Oldies

8/22 Windham Community Band - Selections from Broadway shows, movies, patriotic

themes, marches & other popular band pieces.

Community Events
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