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HISTORICAL SOCIETY
NEWS

HAPPY OLD HOME DAY!

LIBRARY HAPPENINGS

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

I F  Y O U  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  S U B M I T
A N  E V E N T  O R  C L A S S I F I E D  F O R
T H E  B A R N S T E A D  B A N N E R ,
P L E A S E  E M A I L
D A N I E L L E @ O S C A R F O S S . O R G
W I T H  T H E  D E T A I L S .  

T O  S U B S C R I B E  T O  T H E  O N L I N E
I S S U E  O F  T H E  B A N N E R ,  G O  T O
W W W . O S C A R F O S S . O R G  / T H E -
B A R N S T E A D - B A N N E R

NOT SO TRUE-ISMS
b y  K r i s t i n a  S c h r a m

T h e r e  a r e  a  l o t  o f  s a y i n g s  o u t  t h e r e  w h o s e
v e r a c i t y  I  f e e l  I  m u s t  c h a l l e n g e …

“ M o n e y  c a n ’ t  b u y  h a p p i n e s s . ”  S u r e  i t  c a n .  I t ’ s
c a l l e d  c h o c o l a t e  a n d  m o v i e  p o p c o r n .  A n d  I  c a n
t e l l  y o u  f o r  c e r t a i n ,  t h e y  a i n ’ t  f r e e .
“ E v e r y t h i n g  h a p p e n s  f o r  a  r e a s o n . ”  L i k e  w h e n
t h e  d r i v e r  i n  f r o n t  o f  m e  g o e s  2 5 M P H  i n  a
5 0 M P H  z o n e ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  I ’ m  g o i n g  s o
p a i n f u l l y  s l o w ,  I  e n d  u p  m i s s i n g  b e i n g  i n  a  c a r
a c c i d e n t  f u r t h e r  d o w n  t h e  r o a d .  ( T h o u g h ,
t e c h n i c a l l y ,  m y  r o a d  r a g e  m i g h t  a c t u a l l y  i n c i t e
a  c a r  c r a s h  w h e n  I  n u d g e  t h e  s l o w  d r i v e r  i n t o
t h e  d i t c h . )  B u t  w h a t  i f  t h e  “ r e a s o n ”  t h i n g s
h a p p e n  i s  s i m p l y  t o  a n n o y  m e ?  L i k e  n o n -
h u m a n  a n i m a l s  e a t i n g  m y  g a r d e n / t r e e s / h o u s e .
H o w  a m  I  b e n e f i t t i n g  f r o m  t h a t ?  I ’ m  n o t .  A n d
n e i t h e r  i s  m y  b a n k  a c c o u n t .  S o  i t ’ s  b e i n g  d o n e
j u s t  t o  a n n o y  m e ,  a n d  I  d o n ’ t  a c c e p t  a n n o y i n g
m e  a s  a  g o o d  e n o u g h  r e a s o n .  ( T h o u g h  o t h e r s
m i g h t . )
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“ G o o d  t h i n g s  c o m e  t o  t h o s e  w h o
w a i t . ”  N o ,  t h e y  d o n ’ t .  T h e y  c o m e  t o
t h o s e  w h o  p u r s u e .  B e c a u s e  i f  y o u ’ r e
j u s t  s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  w a i t i n g  f o r
s o m e t h i n g  g o o d  t o  c o m e  t o  y o u  ( l i k e
a  h o t  f u d g e  s u n d a e ) ,  I ’ m  g o i n g  t o
j u m p  i n  f r o n t  o f  y o u  a n d  t a k e  i t  f o r
m y s e l f .
“ P a t i e n c e  i s  a  v i r t u e . ”  U n l e s s  y o u ’ r e
w a i t i n g  f o r  a  h o t  f u d g e  s u n d a e .
B e c a u s e ,  l i k e  I  s a i d ,  I  w i l l  t a k e  i t
f r o m  y o u  a n d  y o u  a n d  y o u r  v i r t u e
w i l l  h a v e  l o s t  o u t  o n  h e a v e n  i n  a
b o w l .
“ Y o u  c a n  d o  a n y t h i n g  y o u  p u t  y o u r
m i n d  t o . ”  R e a l l y ?  S o  y o u  c a n  p e r f o r m
b r a i n  s u r g e r y  w i t h  k n i t t i n g  n e e d l e s ?
W e l l ,  t e c h n i c a l l y ,  y e s ,  b u t  o n l y  i f
y o u ’ r e  d o i n g  a  l o b o t o m y  i n  a  1 9 t h
c e n t u r y  a s y l u m .  F i n e ,  t h e n  y o u  c a n
e n t e r  y o u r  n e i g h b o r ’ s  h o u s e  a n d  t a k e
t h e i r  D o r i t o s  b e c a u s e  y o u  r a n  o u t ?
W e l l ,  a g a i n ,  t e c h n i c a l l y  y o u  c a n  d o
t h a t .  J u s t  n o t  l e g a l l y .  I  l e a r n e d  t h i s
t h e  h a r d  w a y .
“ J u s t  b e l i e v e  i n  y o u r s e l f . ”  O k a y ,  s u r e .
I t  n e v e r  h u r t s  t o  h a v e  c o n f i d e n c e  i n
y o u r s e l f ,  b u t  j u s t  b e l i e v i n g  i n  m y s e l f
i s n ’ t  g o i n g  t o  p a y  t h e  m o r t g a g e .  O r
g r o w  w i n g s  o n  m y  b a c k .  O r  g e t  m e
m y  c h o c o l a t e  a n d  m o v i e  p o p c o r n .
“ I f  i t  a i n ’ t  b r o k e ,  d o n ’ t  f i x  i t . ”  S a y s
n o  i n v e n t o r  e v e r .  A n d  r e a l l y ,  w e  h a v e
s o  m a n y  t h i n g s  i n  t h i s  w o r l d  t h a t
c o u l d  u s e  i m p r o v e m e n t .  W h y  d o  w e
s t i l l  h a v e  c a r s  t h a t  c r a s h  a n d  h a r m
p e o p l e ?  C a n ’ t  w e  m a k e  t r a v e l i n g
b o u n c y  b a l l s  a  t h i n g ?  A n d  w h y  a m  I
s t i l l  u s i n g  t h a t  a w f u l  c r a n k y  t o o l  t o
g e t  c a u l k  o u t ?  W h y  d o  w e  e v e n  n e e d
c a u l k ?  C a n  w e  a t  l e a s t  f i n d  a  b e t t e r
a n d  e a s i e r - t o - s p e l l  w o r d  f o r  i t ?  Y o u
w a n t  t o  k n o w  w h y  w e  c a n ’ t  f i g u r e  o u t
b e t t e r  w a y s  t o  d o  t h i n g s ?  B e c a u s e  o f
t h i s  t r u i s m ,  t h a t ’ s  w h y .

 . “ B e t t e r  s a f e  t h a n  s o r r y . ”  I f  y o u ’ r e
b e i n g  h e l d  u p  a t  g u n p o i n t ,  I
s u p p o s e .  O t h e r w i s e ,  i f  y o u  a l w a y s
t h i n k  t h i s  w a y ,  y o u  w i l l  n e v e r  l e a v e
y o u r  h o u s e .  S a d l y ,  y o u r  h o u s e  i s n ’ t
s a f e  e i t h e r .  I n  f a c t ,  f a r  m o r e
p e o p l e  d i e  f r o m  f a l l i n g  d o w n  t h e
s t a i r s  t h a n  i n  p l a n e  c r a s h e s .  T h e
o u t d o o r s  i s n ’ t  a n y  b e t t e r .  1 5 0
p e o p l e  a  y e a r  d i e  f r o m – I  k i d  y o u
n o t – f a l l i n g  c o c o n u t s .  Y o u  c a n ’ t
w i n ,  s o  y o u  m i g h t  a s  w e l l  t a k e  y o u r
c h a n c e s  w i t h  t h e  c o c o n u t s .
“ S t i c k s  a n d  s t o n e s  m a y  b r e a k  m y
b o n e s  b u t  w o r d s  w i l l  n e v e r  h u r t
m e . ”  S o  y o u  w o n ’ t  m i n d  i f  I  c a l l  y o u
a  d u m b ,  d u m b  p o o p y  b u t t ?  M y
s i s t e r  u s e d  t o  c a l l  m e  t h a t ,  a n d
t r u s t  m e ,  i t  h u r t s .
A n d  f i n a l l y ,  m a n y  t r u i s m s
d o w n r i g h t  c a n c e l  e a c h  o t h e r  o u t ,
l i k e  “ S e e k  a n d  y e  s h a l l  f i n d , ”  b u t
“ C u r i o s i t y  k i l l e d  t h e  c a t . ”  M a y b e
t h i s  w o r k s …  “ S e e k  a n d  y e  s h a l l  f i n d
a  d e a d  c a t . ”

T h e r e  i s  o n e  t r u i s m  b y  F r a n c i s  B a c o n
t h a t  I  c a n  g e t  b e h i n d :  “ I n  c h a r i t y  [ a n d
i n  t h e  p a r t a k i n g  o f  b a c o n ]  t h e r e  i s  n o
e x c e s s . ”  I f  y o u  a g r e e  w i t h  M r .  B a c o n ,
t h e n  I  w o u l d n ’ t  m i n d  i f  y o u  d e l i v e r e d
u n t o  m e  a  p l a t e  o f  b a c o n  a n d  a  h o t
f u d g e  s u n d a e  a s a p .  J u s t  b e  s u r e  t o
t a k e  y o u r  b o u n c y  b a l l  c a r  a n d  w a t c h
o u t  f o r  f a l l i n g  c o c o n u t s !
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B a r n s t e a d ’s  C h u r c h e s
S o u r c e :  H i s t o r y  o f  B a r n s t e a d ,  N e w  Ha m p s h i r e ,  b y  J e r e m i a h  P.  J e w e t t ,  M . D.

T h e  B a r n s t e a d  Pa r a d e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  wa s  e r e c t e d  c .  1 7 8 8 ,  t h e  f i r s t
f r a m e d  c h u r c h  i n  t ow n  o n  l a n d  d o n a t e d  b y  E l i  B u n k e r.  A b o u t  t e n  ye a r s  l a t e r,
i t  wa s  w h o l l y  f u r n i s h e d  b y  v o l u nt a r y  c o nt r i b u t i o n s  o f  t h e  P a r a d e  p e o p l e .
( I m a g e  2 )

T h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  o f  No r t h  B a r n s t e a d ,  U C C ,  wa s  e r e c t e d  i n  1 8 2 0
b y  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  o f  B a r n s t e a d ,  a n d  d e d i c a t e d  i n  1 8 2 7.  ( I m a g e  1 )

T h e  C e n t e r  B a r n s t e a d  C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h  wa s  e r e c t e d  i n  1 8 4 0 .
H i g h e r  G r o u n d  M i n i s t r i e s  n ow  c a l l s  t h e  f o r m e r  S o u t h  B a r n s t e a d  S c h o o l
h o m e .  ( I m a g e  4 )

O r i g i n a l l y  e r e c t e d  c .  1 8 2 0  a s  a  Fr e e  Wi l l  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  t h e  S o u t h
B a r n s t e a d  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  n o  l o n g e r  h o l d s  s e r v i c e s .  ( I m a g e  3 )

H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  P a g e





Board of Selectmen Meeting is weekly on Tuesdays starting at 6PM.

Alcoholics Anonymous meetings are held Tuesday evenings at the Center Barnstead

Christian Church and Sunday at the Barnstead Town Hall at 7PM.

Planning Board Meeting 8/20 at 6PM

Barnstead Old Home Day is 8/8 starting at 9AM

The Barnstead Parks and Recreation Summer Concert series is underway! The concerts are

in the Barnstead Parade Circle and start at 6PM on Saturday evenings:

8/8 The Puffin and Loon - Folk, Americana, Country, Bluegrass, Gospel & Blues

8/15 Bel Airs - Golden Era of Doo Wop and Oldies

8/22 Windham Community Band - Selections from Broadway shows, movies, patriotic

themes, marches & other popular band pieces.

Suncook Valley Farmer’s Market is Saturdays at 10AM by Barnstead Elementary School

Historical Society meets on 8/27 at 7PM at the Oscar Foss Memorial Library.

Back to School Night at BES is on 8/27. Contact the school for more details.

Community Events
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	There are a lot of sayings out there whose veracity I feel I must challenge…
	“Money can’t buy happiness.” Sure it can. It’s called chocolate and movie popcorn. And I can tell you for certain, they ain’t free.
	“Everything happens for a reason.” Like when the driver in front of me goes 25MPH in a 50MPH zone, but because I’m going so painfully slow, I end up missing being in a car accident further down the road. (Though, technically, my road rage might actually incite a car crash when I nudge the slow driver into the ditch.) But what if the “reason” things happen is simply to annoy me? Like non-human animals eating my garden/trees/house. How am I benefitting from that? I’m not. And neither is my bank account. So it’s being done just to annoy me, and I don’t accept annoying me as a good enough reason. (Though others might.)
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	Historical Society Page
	Barnstead’s Churches Source: History of Barnstead, New Hampshire, by Jeremiah P. Jewett, M.D.
	The Barnstead Parade Congregational Church was erected c. 1788, the first framed church in town on land donated by Eli Bunker. About ten years later, it was wholly furnished by voluntary contributions of the Parade people. (Image 2)
	The Congregational Church of North Barnstead, UCC, was erected in 1820 by the Congregational Society of Barnstead, and dedicated in 1827. (Image 1)
	The Center Barnstead Christian Church was erected in 1840. Higher Ground Ministries now calls the former South Barnstead School home. (Image 4)
	Originally erected c. 1820 as a Free Will Baptist Church, the South Barnstead Congregational Church no longer holds services. (Image 3)
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