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HISTORICAL SOCIETY
NEWS

HAPPY HALLOWEEN!

LIBRARY HAPPENINGS

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

I F  Y O U  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  S U B M I T
A N  E V E N T  O R  C L A S S I F I E D  F O R
T H E  B A R N S T E A D  B A N N E R ,
P L E A S E  E M A I L
D A N I E L L E @ O S C A R F O S S . O R G
W I T H  T H E  D E T A I L S .  

T O  S U B S C R I B E  T O  T H E  O N L I N E
I S S U E  O F  T H E  B A N N E R ,  G O  T O
W W W . O S C A R F O S S . O R G  / T H E -
B A R N S T E A D - B A N N E R

(PLEASE DON’T) BITE ME
b y  K r i s t i n a  S c h r a m

I  d o n ’ t  k n o w  a b o u t  y o u ,  b u t  I ’ m  g l a d  s u m m e r  h a s
p a s s e d .  I  c a n ’ t  f i g u r e  o u t  w h a t  i t  w a s  a b o u t  m e
t h i s  y e a r ,  b u t  t h e  b u g s  r e a l l y  e n j o y e d  f e a s t i n g  o n
m y  t e n d e r  b i t s .  A t  o n e  p o i n t  I  h a d  2 5  b i t e s ,  a n d
w h e n  I  t r i e d  t o  r e a c h  t h e m  ( a l l  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,
o f  c o u r s e )  I ’ m  p r e t t y  s u r e  I  l o o k e d  l i k e  t h e
T a s m a n i a n  D e v i l .  T h e  f i r s t  b i t e f e s t  h a p p e n e d
w h i l e  m o w i n g ;  t h e  s e c o n d  w h i l e  k a y a k i n g ,  a n d  t h e
t h i r d  w h i l e  r e - s t a c k i n g  o l d  w o o d .  T h e r e  w a s n ’ t  a
f o u r t h  b e c a u s e  a f t e r  t h a t ,  e v e r y  t i m e  I  v e n t u r e d
o u t d o o r s  I  s p r a y e d  m y s e l f  w i t h  e n o u g h  i n s e c t
r e p e l l a n t  t o  f e l l  a  m o o s e .

I ’ m  p r e t t y  s u r e  c h i g g e r s  w e r e  t h e  c u l p r i t .
A p p a r e n t l y  t h e y ’ r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  a r a c h n i d  f a m i l y
( t h e i r  c o u s i n s  a r e  s p i d e r s ,  j u s t  s o  y o u  k n o w  w h a t
w e ’ r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  h e r e ) .  A d u l t s  a r e  t i n y  a n d  r e d
a n d  m a y b e  k i n d a  c u t e ,  b u t  o n l y  i f  t h e y  s t a y  i n
t h e i r  l a n e .  
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T h e  b a b i e s ,  w h o  d o  t h e  a c t u a l
f e a s t i n g ,  a r e  s u p e r  t i n y  a n d  s u p e r
v o r a c i o u s  a n d  p r e f e r  t h e  d i n e - a n d -
d a s h  m e t h o d  o f  g e t t i n g  t h e i r
s u s t e n a n c e  ( R u d e ! ) .  W h e n  m y  h u s b a n d
s a w  t h e  c a r n a g e  t h e y  l e f t  b e h i n d ,  h e
y e l l e d ,  “ B a d  b a b i e s ! ”  I  c o n c u r r e d .  A n d
I ’ v e  s i n c e  l e a r n e d  t h a t  i f  I  d o n ’ t  t r e a t
t h e  b i t e s  r i g h t  a w a y ,  I  e n d  u p  w i t h
l a r g e  p u r p l e  s p o t s  t h a t  l a s t  f o r
m o n t h s ,  l i k e  I  w a s  a t t a c k e d  b y  a n
o c t o p u s ,  o r  t h e  p l a g u e ,  o r  a  p l a g u e  o f
o c t o p u s e s .  W h i l e  t h i s  s o u n d s  k i n d  o f
c o o l ,  i n  r e a l i t y ,  i t  i s  n o t .  I t  i s  j u s t
w e i r d  l o o k i n g .

I  h a d  n e v e r  e n c o u n t e r e d  c h i g g e r s
b e f o r e  c o m i n g  t o  N e w  E n g l a n d ,  a n d  i n
f a c t ,  t h o u g h t  t h e y  w e r e  a  d o w n  s o u t h
s o r t  o f  t h i n g  ( a l o n g  w i t h  a l l  t h e i r
o t h e r  a n n o y i n g  i n s e c t s ) .  B u t  n o ,  t h e y
l i v e  i n  N e w  H a m p s h i r e ,  a n d  m o r e
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  a p p a r e n t l y  o f f  o f  m e .
T h e y  l o v e  t o  c a m p  o u t  i n  a r e a s  w h e r e
t h e  c l o t h i n g  s i t s  a  l i t t l e  t i g h t e r ,  w h i c h
m a k e s  s e n s e  w h e n  y o u  t h i n k  a b o u t  i t …
t h o s e  s o f t ,  f l e s h y  a r e a s  a r e  p r o b a b l y
m o r e  a p p e a l i n g  t o  t h e  l i t t l e  t w e r p s .
T h e y  c e r t a i n l y  a r e n ’ t  t h e  o n l y  o n e s  t o
f e e l  t h a t  w a y .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h o s e
s a m e  a r e a s  a r e  l o c a t e d  w h e r e ,  i f  y o u
s c r a t c h  t h e  b i t e s  i n  p u b l i c ,  i t  m i g h t
c o m e  a c r o s s  a s  a  w e e  b i t
i n a p p r o p r i a t e .  M y  a d v i c e  i s  t h a t
d u r i n g  y o u r  h i g h - i t c h  s t a g e ,  a v o i d
p e o p l e  w i t h  r e c o r d i n g  d e v i c e s .  T a k e  i t
f r o m  m e ,  e x h i b i t i n g  u n i n t e n d e d  l e w d
b e h a v i o r  i s  n o t  h o w  y o u  w a n t  t o
b e c o m e  I n s t a g r a m  f a m o u s .

N o w  y e s ,  O c t o b e r  i s  k n o w n  f o r  a l l
s o r t s  o f  o t h e r  b i t e y  t h i n g s ,  l i k e
v a m p i r e s  a n d  w e r e w o l v e s  a n d  C h u c k y ,
s o  I ’ m  n o t  o u t  o f  t h e  w o o d s  y e t .  I f
t h e s e  o t h e r  c r e a t u r e s  d o  c o m e
a r o u n d ,  t h o u g h ,  I  k n o w  e x a c t l y  w h a t
t o  d o .  I ’ m  g o i n g  t o  s i c  t h e  c h i g g e r s  o n
t h e m .  T h e n  a g a i n ,  m a y b e  t h a t ’ s  a
t e r r i b l e  i d e a ,  b e c a u s e  w h a t  i f  a f t e r
p a r t a k i n g  o f  t a i n t e d  f l e s h ,  t h e  b a b y
c h i g g e r s  b e c o m e  m o n s t e r s
t h e m s e l v e s ?  I f  t h a t ’ s  t h e  c a s e ,  I  t h i n k
i t ’ s  t i m e  t o  m o v e  s o m e w h e r e  n o
c h i g g e r  c a n  g o … a n  i c e b e r g .  A n d  i f  t h e
l i t t l e  m o n s t e r  b a b i e s  d o  f o l l o w  m e ,
t h e n  I  c a n  g u a r a n t e e  p a y b a c k . . . i n  t h e
f o r m  o f  f r o s t b i t e .  H a ,  h a !
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O s c a r  ( 1 8 4 5 –1 9 1 3)  a n d  S a r a h  ( 1 8 5 1–1 9 2 3)
Fo s s
O s c a r  Fo s s  wa s  b o r n  i n  B a r n s t e a d  o n
No v e m b e r  1 7,  1 8 4 5 ,  t o  E l i a s  H .  Fo s s  a n d
M a r y  A n n  Fu r b e r  Fo s s .  H i s  w i f e ,  S a r a h
U r s u l a  Yo u n g ,  wa s  b o r n  i n  B a r n s t e a d  o n
D e c e m b e r  1 3 ,  1 8 5 1 ,  t o  C i v i l  Wa r  v e t e r a n
O l i e r  P i t m a n  Yo u n g  a n d  E m i l y  Ja n e
Tu t t l e .

O s c a r  wa s  a  b u s i n e s s m a n  w h o s e  p r i m a r y
t r a d e  wa s  l u m b e r.  I n  1 8 6 6 ,  h e  p u r c h a s e d
t h e  S e wa r d  S aw  M i l l ,  w h i c h  i s  p i c t u r e d
o n  t h e  s t a g e  c u r t a i n  i n  t h e  t ow n  h a l l .  By
1 8 9 5 ,  h e  h a d  p u r c h a s e d  f i v e  a d d i t i o n a l
m i l l s .  He  a l s o  h e l p e d  b r i n g  t h e  r a i l r o a d
t o  B a r n s t e a d .

A f t e r  O s c a r ’ s  d e a t h  i n  1 9 1 3 ,  S a r a h
e s t a b l i s h e d  a  t r u s t  i n  h i s  m e m o r y  t h a t
l e d  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  O s c a r  Fo s s
M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y.  T h e  b u i l d i n g  wa s
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1 9 1 6  a n d  d e d i c a t e d  o n
O c t o b e r  2 7,  1 9 1 7.  A t  f i r s t ,  t h e  l i b r a r y
o c c u p i e d  o n e  h a l f  o f  t h e  f r o nt  p o r t i o n  o f
t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  w h i l e  t h e  t ow n  o f f i c e
o c c u p i e d  t h e  o t h e r.  I n  1 9 8 5 ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g
wa s  a d d e d  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f
H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s .

O s c a r  a n d  S a r a h  a r e  b u r i e d  a l o n g s i d e
t h e i r  o n l y  c h i l d ,  I n e z ,  i n  t h e  c e m e t e r y
b e h i n d  t h e  C e nt e r  B a r n s t e a d  F i r e
S t a t i o n .

A n d  ye s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  p e o p l e ,  t h e
s o m e t i m e s  f r i e n d l y,  f o u r - p awe d  o r a n g e
v i s i t o r  i s  n a m e d  a f t e r  M r.  Fo s s !  We ’ r e
n o t  s u r e  w h e t h e r  h e  c r o s s e s  t h e  s t r e e t
t o  v i s i t  h i s  n a m e s a k e .

H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  P a g e

O S CA R  F O S S

O S CA R  T H E  CAT
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Board of Selectmen Meeting is weekly on Tuesdays starting at 6PM.

Alcoholics Anonymous meetings are held Tuesday evenings at the Center Barnstead

Christian Church and Sunday at the American Legion Post #42 at 1078 Beauty Hill Rd,

Barnstead, NH 03218 starting at 7PM

The Milfoil Committee meets at the library on 10/10 at 9AM

Barnstead Tricentennial Committee meets at the library on 10/5 at 7PM

Planning Board meets 10/15 at 6PM at the Town Hall

Suncook Valley Farmer’s Market is Saturdays at 10AM by Barnstead Elementary School. The

last market is 10/10!

Trunk or Treat will be held on 10/24. See the Barnstead Parks and Recreation Facebook
page for more details.

For more information about Barnstead Events, use the following links:

Community Event Calendar: https://teamup.com/ksojztyx6jsgmd92n2 

Barnstead Elementary School Calendar: https://bes.pmsau.org/o/bes/events

Prospect Mountain High School Calendar: https://pmhs.pmsau.org/o/pmhs/events

Barnstead Town Calendar: https://www.barnstead.org

Community Events

https://teamup.com/ksojztyx6jsgmd92n2
https://teamup.com/ksojztyx6jsgmd92n2
https://bes.pmsau.org/o/bes/events
https://pmhs.pmsau.org/o/pmhs/events
https://www.barnstead.org/
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	I don’t know about you, but I’m glad summer has passed. I can’t figure out what it was about me this year, but the bugs really enjoyed feasting on my tender bits. At one point I had 25 bites, and when I tried to reach them (all at the same time, of course) I’m pretty sure I looked like the Tasmanian Devil. The first bitefest happened while mowing; the second while kayaking, and the third while re-stacking old wood. There wasn’t a fourth because after that, every time I ventured outdoors I sprayed myself with enough insect repellant to fell a moose.
	I’m pretty sure chiggers were the culprit. Apparently they’re part of the arachnid family (their cousins are spiders, just so you know what we’re dealing with here). Adults are tiny and red and maybe kinda cute, but only if they stay in their lane.

	The babies, who do the actual feasting, are super tiny and super voracious and prefer the dine-and-dash method of getting their sustenance (Rude!). When my husband saw the carnage they left behind, he yelled, “Bad babies!” I concurred. And I’ve since learned that if I don’t treat the bites right away, I end up with large purple spots that last for months, like I was attacked by an octopus, or the plague, or a plague of octopuses. While this sounds kind of cool, in reality, it is not. It is just weird looking.
	I had never encountered chiggers before coming to New England, and in fact, thought they were a down south sort of thing (along with all their other annoying insects). But no, they live in New Hampshire, and more specifically, apparently off of me. They love to camp out in areas where the clothing sits a little tighter, which makes sense when you think about it…those soft, fleshy areas are probably more appealing to the little twerps. They certainly aren’t the only ones to feel that way. Unfortunately, those same areas are located where, if you scratch the bites in public, it might come across as a wee bit inappropriate. My advice is that during your high-itch stage, avoid people with recording devices. Take it from me, exhibiting unintended lewd behavior is not how you want to become Instagram famous.
	Now yes, October is known for all sorts of other bitey things, like vampires and werewolves and Chucky, so I’m not out of the woods yet. If these other creatures do come around, though, I know exactly what to do. I’m going to sic the chiggers on them. Then again, maybe that’s a terrible idea, because what if after partaking of tainted flesh, the baby chiggers become monsters themselves? If that’s the case, I think it’s time to move somewhere no chigger can go…an iceberg. And if the little monster babies do follow me, then I can guarantee payback...in the form of frostbite. Ha, ha!
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	Trunk or Treat will be held on 10/24. See the Barnstead Parks and Recreation Facebook page for more details.
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