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HISTORICAL SOCIETY
NEWS

HAPPY LABOR DAY!

LIBRARY HAPPENINGS

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

I F  Y O U  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  S U B M I T
A N  E V E N T  O R  C L A S S I F I E D  F O R
T H E  B A R N S T E A D  B A N N E R ,
P L E A S E  E M A I L
D A N I E L L E @ O S C A R F O S S . O R G
W I T H  T H E  D E T A I L S .  

T O  S U B S C R I B E  T O  T H E  O N L I N E
I S S U E  O F  T H E  B A N N E R ,  G O  T O
W W W . O S C A R F O S S . O R G  / T H E -
B A R N S T E A D - B A N N E R

PHANTOM OF THE SOAP OPERA
b y  K r i s t i n a  S c h r a m

D r a m a t i c  t h i n g s  h a p p e n  a r o u n d  m e .  S e v e r a l
w e e k s  a g o ,  w e  h a d  a  m a s s i v e  t r e e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f
o u r  d r i v e w a y  t h a t  n e e d e d  t o  c o m e  d o w n ,  a n d  i t
t o o k  t h e  t r e e  f o l k s  f i v e  v i s i t s  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  i t .
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e y  o f t e n  h a d  t o  b l o c k  o u r
d r i v e w a y  t o  w o r k .  T y p i c a l l y  w e  n e v e r  k n e w  w h e n
t h e y  w e r e  c o m i n g ,  b u t  o n e  o f  t h e  d a y s  t h e y  t o l d
u s  t h e y  w e r e n ’ t  c o m i n g  u n t i l  a f t e r  n o o n  b e c a u s e
s o m e  w i r e s  n e e d e d  t o  c o m e  d o w n  f i r s t .  I  l e f t
e a r l y  t o  d o  m y  g r o c e r y  s h o p p i n g  s o  I  c o u l d  p u t
a w a y  t h e  g r o c e r i e s  a n d  s h o w e r  f o r  w o r k  b e f o r e
t h e y  c a m e  ( I  w a s  r e a l l y  b o o k i n g  i t  b e c a u s e  t h e y
h a d  t o  t u r n  o f f  t h e  e l e c t r i c i t y ) .  I  w a s  b a c k  b y
9 : 3 0  a n d  t h e r e  t h e y  w e r e … b l o c k i n g  t h e  d r i v e w a y .
I  e n d e d  u p  p a r k i n g  f a r t h e r  d o w n  t h e  r o a d ,  a n d  a
w o r k e r  k i n d l y  h e l p e d  m e  c a r r y  m y  g r o c e r i e s
a b o u t  2 0 0  y a r d s  u p  “ t h e  h i l l ”  ( i t ’ s  s t e e p  e n o u g h  t o
s l e d  o n )  t o  o u r  h o u s e .  I t  w a s  8 0  d e g r e e s  a l r e a d y ,
a n d  r e m e m b e r ,  n o  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  s o  I  h a d  t o  w a s h  u p
f o r  w o r k  u s i n g  w a t e r  f r o m  a n  o l d  m i l k  j u g .  I  d o n ’ t
r e c o m m e n d  i t … f o r  m u l t i p l e  r e a s o n s .

C O N G R AT U L AT I O NS  TO  BA R NST E A D ’ S  2 0 2 6  C IT I Z E N  O F  T H E  Y E A R ,  A N N  C A R R !
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A  c o u p l e  d a y s  l a t e r  m y  s o n  b a r r e l l e d
d o w n s t a i r s  t o  a s k  m e  i f  I  k n e w  w h a t
w a s  h a p p e n i n g  o u t s i d e .  I  d i d  n o t .  O f
c o u r s e  I  w a s  a l r e a d y  i n  m y  n i g h t g o w n
( t h e s e  t h i n g s  n e v e r  h a p p e n  w h e n  I ’ m
d e c e n t ) .  S o  I  h i d  b e h i n d  t h e  b a s k e t b a l l
h o o p  a n d  w a r i l y  w a t c h e d  a s  p e o p l e
w i t h  l a r g e  w e a p o n s  a n d  f l a k  j a c k e t s
p a c e d  b a c k  a n d  f o r t h  i n  f r o n t  o f  o u r
d r i v e w a y .  O n  t h e  p l u s  s i d e ,  t h e y  w e r e
n o t  f a c i n g  o u r  h o u s e .  O n  t h e  n e g a t i v e
s i d e ,  t h e y  h a d  w e a p o n s .  W e  d i d n ’ t
k n o w  w h a t  t o  d o .  S h o u l d  w e  b e
s h e l t e r i n g  i n  p l a c e ?  S h o u l d  w e  b e
r u n n i n g ?  N o n e  o f  u s  w a n t e d  t o
a p p r o a c h  t h e  a r m e d  p e o p l e  t o  a s k –
w e ’ r e  f u n n y  l i k e  t h a t – s o  w e  n e v e r  d i d
f i n d  o u t  w h a t  w a s  g o i n g  o n .  

T h e  n e x t  d a y ,  t h e  t r e e  p e o p l e  c a m e
b a c k .  I  d i d  n o t  k n o w  t h e y  w e r e
c o m i n g ,  a n d  m y  8 4 - y e a r - o l d  m o t h e r
w a s  s e t  t o  v i s i t .  S h e  u s e s  a  w a l k e r ,
a n d  n o  w a y  w a s  s h e  m a k i n g  i t  u p  “ t h e
h i l l ”  s o  t h e y  h a d  t o  m o v e .  W h e n  t h e
t r e e  r e m o v a l  w a s  f i n a l l y ,  t h a n k f u l l y ,
d o n e ,  w e  e n d e d  u p  w i t h  l a r g e  l o g s  o n
b o t h  s i d e s  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  d r i v e w a y ,
s o  I  a s k e d  m y  h u s b a n d  i f  h e  c o u l d
m o v e  t h e m  a l l  t o  o n e  s i d e  s o  n o b o d y
w o u l d  h i t  o n e  w i t h  t h e i r  c a r  ( o u r  l u c k
b e i n g  w h a t  i t  w a s ) .  H e  s t a r t e d  w i t h
t h e  b i g g e s t  o n e ,  d r o p p e d  i t  o n  h i s
f o o t ,  a n d  e n d e d  u p  b l e e d i n g
e v e r y w h e r e ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  l o g  n o w
s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  d r i v e w a y .  H e  e n d e d  u p
o n  c r u t c h e s  ( I  k e e p  a  p a i r  h a n d y  f o r
h i m )  f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s  w h i l e  t h e  g a s h ,
a n d  p o s s i b l y  a  b r o k e n  t o e ,  h e a l e d .  H e
d i d  n o t  l i k e  b e i n g  o n  c r u t c h e s .  I  k n o w
t h i s  b e c a u s e  h e  t o l d  m e .  M a n y  t i m e s .

L a t e r  t h a t  w e e k ,  w h i l e  I  w a s
s t a c k i n g  w o o d ,  I  s t e p p e d  o u t  o f  t h e
w o o d  c r i b  t o  g r a b  a n o t h e r  a r m l o a d
a n d  s p o t t e d  B e n i c i o  d e l  B e a r o  a b o u t
5 0  f e e t  a w a y ,  j u s t  s t r o l l i n g  p a s t .  H e
l o o k e d  a t  m e ,  I  l o o k e d  a t  h i m ,  t h e n  I
s l o w l y  r e t r e a t e d  i n t o  t h e  w o o d  c r i b ,
w h i c h  i s  r i d i c u l o u s  b e c a u s e  t h e r e
a r e  n o  w a l l s  i n  a  w o o d  c r i b .  B u t  h e
w a s n ’ t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s t a r t i n g
a n y t h i n g  ( p r o b a b l y  k n o w s  m y
d a n g e r o u s  r e p ) ,  a n d  n e i t h e r  w a s  I .
S o  b o t h  o u r  r e p s  r e m a i n
u n b l e m i s h e d .  M y  u n d e r w e a r ,  n o t  s o
m u c h .

A s  y o u  r e a d  t h i s ,  m a n y  o f  y o u  a r e
p r o b a b l y  t h i n k i n g :  K r i s t i n a ,  t h i s  i s
l i f e .  T h i n g s  h a p p e n .  A n d  y o u ’ r e
r i g h t .  T h i n g s  d o  h a p p e n .  B u t
e x p e r i e n c i n g  a  S W A T  t e a m  a n d  a
b e a r  e n c o u n t e r  i n  t h e  s a m e  w e e k ?  I
t h i n k  w e  c a n  a l l  a g r e e  t h a t  i s n ’ t
n o r m a l .  I  g u e s s  I  s h o u l d  j u s t  b e
g r a t e f u l  t h e  b e a r  w a s n ’ t  p a r t  o f  t h e
S W A T  t e a m .  B u t  m a y b e  t h a t ’ s
c o m i n g .  I  f e e l  l i k e  I  n e e d  t o  s t a r t  m y
o w n  T V  s h o w  a n d  c a l l  i t  “ G e t t i n g
W i l d  i n  t h e  W o o d s ”  a n d  a t  l e a s t
m a k e  s o m e  m o n e y  o f f  t h i s .  C a u s e ,
j u s t  b e t w e e n  y o u ,  m e ,  a n d  t h e  b e a r ,
I  r e a l l y  c o u l d  u s e  s o m e  n e w
u n d e r w e a r .
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B a r n s t e a d ’s  E a r l y  Mi l l s
B a r n s t e a d ’s  r i c h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r y  i s  we l l  d o c u m e nt e d  a n d  r e m e m b e r e d .
B u t  d i d  yo u  k n ow  t h a t  va r i o u s  i n d u s t r i e s ,  s u c h  a s  m i l l s  a n d  t a n n e r i e s *  a l s o
p l aye d  a  v i t a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  t ow n?

1 .  Wi nt h r o p  C o l b a t h ,  s aw  m i l l  a n d  i r o n  wo r k s ,  1 7 9 0
2 .  J o h n  Ta s k e r,  t a n n e r y,  1 7 9 2
3 .  E l i p h a l e t  N u t t e r,  s aw  m i l l  a n d  i r o n  wo r k s ,  1 8 1 0
4 .  J o s e p h  B u n k e r,  D o d ava h  B u n k e r,  a n d  J o h n  D r e w,  s aw  m i l l ,  1 7 9 2
5 .  P i t t  L o u g e e ,  f u l l i n g  a n d  d ye i n g  m i l l ,  1 7 9 4
6 .  E l i  B u n k e r,  g r i s t  m i l l ,  1 7 8 3
7.  A a r o n  Ye a t o n ,  t ow n  m i l l  p r i v i l e g e ,  1 7 6 3 ;  t a n n e r y,  1 8 3 0
8 .  M o s e s  D e n n e t t ,  g r i s t  m i l l ,  1 7 8 3
9 .  R i c h a r d  S i n k l e r,  s aw  m i l l ,  1 7 6 7
1 0 .  J o s e p h  Av e r y,  m i l l  r i g ht s ,  1 7 8 1
1 1 .  E z e k i e l  E d g e r l y,  t a n n e r y,  1 8 2 9
1 2 .  J o h n  Tu t t l e  ( l a t e r  No a h  Hu nt r e s s) ,  t a n n e r y,  1 8 4 0
1 3 .  Ta s k e r,  s aw  a n d  g r i s t  m i l l ,  1 8 1 9
1 4 .  J o h n  B .  T wo m b l y  ( l a t e r  Je r e m i a h  B o d g e) ,  s aw  m i l l ,  1 8 1 5
1 5 .  S a m u e l  P i t m a n ,  s aw  m i l l ,  1 8 0 6
1 6 .  J o h n  C l a r k ,  g r i s t  m i l l ,  1 8 1 1
1 7.  U n k n ow n  ow n e r,  g r i s t  m i l l
1 8 .  S o l o m a n  D av i s ,  g r i s t  m i l l ,  1 8 1 8
1 9 .  J o h n  M .  N u t t e r,  s h i n g l e  m i l l ,  1 8 3 5
2 0 .  J o h n  M .  N u t t e r,  s aw  m i l l ,  1 8 3 5
2 1 .  J o h n  M .  N u t t e r,  g r i s t  m i l l ,  1 8 3 5
2 2 .  R o b e r t  S .  We b s t e r,  s t a r c h  m i l l ,  1 8 5 7
23 .  R i c h a r d  S i n k l e r,  s aw  m i l l  a n d  i r o n  wo r k s ,  1 7 8 8
24 .  Ja m e s  L a n g l e y,  s aw  m i l l ,  1 8 37
2 5 .  J o s e p h  P l a c e ,  s aw  m i l l ,  1 8 0 6
2 6 .  D a n i e l  Tu t t l e ,  s h i n g l e  m i l l ,  1 8 5 9
2 7.  Ja m e s  C .  D a m e ,  s aw  m i l l  a n d  i r o n  wo r k s ,  1 8 3 3

*H i s t o r y  a n d  G e n e a l o g y  o f  t h e  B a r n s t e a d  E a r l y  Fa m i l i e s  f r o m  1 7 2 7  t o  1 97 0 ,  b y
S t u a r t  M e r r i l l .  Ava i l a b l e  t o  p u r c h a s e  f r o m  t h e  B a r n s t e a d  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y.

H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  P a g e
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Board of Selectmen Meeting is weekly on Tuesdays starting at 6PM.

Alcoholics Anonymous meetings are held Tuesday evenings at the Center Barnstead

Christian Church and Sunday at the American Legion Post #42 at 1078 Beauty Hill Rd,

Barnstead, NH 03218 starting at 7PM

Planning Board Business Session 9/3 at 6PM

Suncook Valley Farmer’s Market is Saturdays at 10AM by Barnstead Elementary School

Capitol Improvement Planning Subcommittee meets every Thursday in September at the

Town Hall at 4:00PM

Come to the Fair: Pumpkin ‘n Pine
Save Saturday, September 19th for a charming country church fair. There will be food,

fellowship and treasures at the Congregational Church of North Barnstead. Bring friends and

join with others for a delicious lunch in the café.

This annual fair has many favorite features including a silent auction, antiques &

collectibles, home goods, bakery, hand-made gifts, holiday items and a new addition this

year, tools! A unique offering is the beautiful bags and purses made from tie-dyed fabric

from Ghana. The silent auction has choice items to bid on including certificates to local

services and restaurants.

Come see for yourself all the fair offers, have a delicious lunch and go home with a treasure.

The Pumpkin &amp; Pine Fair will be held between 9 am and 1:30 pm at the Congregational
Church of North Barnstead, located at 504 North Barnstead Road in Barnstead. Just follow

the signs!

For more information about Barnstead Events, use the following links:

Community Event Calendar: https://teamup.com/ksojztyx6jsgmd92n2 

Barnstead Elementary School Calendar: https://bes.pmsau.org/o/bes/events

Prospect Mountain High School Calendar: https://pmhs.pmsau.org/o/pmhs/events

Barnstead Town Calendar: https://www.barnstead.org
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	HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS
	by Kristina Schram
	Dramatic things happen around me. Several weeks ago, we had a massive tree at the end of our driveway that needed to come down, and it took the tree folks five visits to take care of it. Unfortunately, they often had to block our driveway to work. Typically we never knew when they were coming, but one of the days they told us they weren’t coming until after noon because some wires needed to come down first. I left early to do my grocery shopping so I could put away the groceries and shower for work before they came (I was really booking it because they had to turn off the electricity). I was back by 9:30 and there they were…blocking the driveway.
	I ended up parking farther down the road, and a worker kindly helped me carry my groceries about 200 yards up “the hill” (it’s steep enough to sled on) to our house. It was 80 degrees already, and remember, no electricity, so I had to wash up for work using water from an old milk jug. I don’t recommend it…for multiple reasons.

	A couple days later my son barrelled downstairs to ask me if I knew what was happening outside. I did not. Of course I was already in my nightgown (these things never happen when I’m decent). So I hid behind the basketball hoop and warily watched as people with large weapons and flak jackets paced back and forth in front of our driveway. On the plus side, they were not facing our house. On the negative side, they had weapons. We didn’t know what to do. Should we be sheltering in place? Should we be running? None of us wanted to approach the armed people to ask–we’re funny like that–so we never did find out what was going on.
	The next day, the tree people came back. I did not know they were coming, and my 84-year-old mother was set to visit. She uses a walker, and no way was she making it up “the hill” so they had to move. When the tree removal was finally, thankfully, done, we ended up with large logs on both sides at the end of the driveway, so I asked my husband if he could move them all to one side so nobody would hit one with their car (our luck being what it was). He started with the biggest one, dropped it on his foot, and ended up bleeding everywhere, leaving the log now sitting in the driveway. He ended up on crutches (I keep a pair handy for him) for several days while the gash, and possibly a broken toe, healed. He did not like being on crutches. I know this because he told me. Many times.
	Later that week, while I was stacking wood, I stepped out of the wood crib to grab another armload and spotted Benicio del Bearo about 50 feet away, just strolling past. He looked at me, I looked at him, then I slowly retreated into the wood crib, which is ridiculous because there are no walls in a wood crib. But he wasn’t interested in starting anything (probably knows my dangerous rep), and neither was I. So both our reps remain unblemished. My underwear, not so much.
	As you read this, many of you are probably thinking: Kristina, this is life. Things happen. And you’re right. Things do happen. But experiencing a SWAT team and a bear encounter in the same week? I think we can all agree that isn’t normal. I guess I should just be grateful the bear wasn’t part of the SWAT team. But maybe that’s coming. I feel like I need to start my own TV show and call it “Getting Wild in the Woods” and at least make some money off this. Cause, just between you, me, and the bear, I really could use some new underwear.
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	Barnstead’s Early Mills
	Barnstead’s rich agricultural history is well documented and remembered. But did you know that various industries, such as mills and tanneries* also played a vital role in the history of the town?
	1. Winthrop Colbath, saw mill and iron works, 1790
	2. John Tasker, tannery, 1792
	3. Eliphalet Nutter, saw mill and iron works, 1810
	4. Joseph Bunker, Dodavah Bunker, and John Drew, saw mill, 1792
	5. Pitt Lougee, fulling and dyeing mill, 1794
	6. Eli Bunker, grist mill, 1783
	7. Aaron Yeaton, town mill privilege, 1763; tannery, 1830
	8. Moses Dennett, grist mill, 1783
	9. Richard Sinkler, saw mill, 1767
	10. Joseph Avery, mill rights, 1781
	11. Ezekiel Edgerly, tannery, 1829
	12. John Tuttle (later Noah Huntress), tannery, 1840
	13. Tasker, saw and grist mill, 1819
	14. John B. Twombly (later Jeremiah Bodge), saw mill, 1815
	15. Samuel Pitman, saw mill, 1806
	16. John Clark, grist mill, 1811
	17. Unknown owner, grist mill
	18. Soloman Davis, grist mill, 1818
	19. John M. Nutter, shingle mill, 1835
	20. John M. Nutter, saw mill, 1835
	21. John M. Nutter, grist mill, 1835
	22. Robert S. Webster, starch mill, 1857
	23. Richard Sinkler, saw mill and iron works, 1788
	24. James Langley, saw mill, 1837
	25. Joseph Place, saw mill, 1806
	26. Daniel Tuttle, shingle mill, 1859
	27. James C. Dame, saw mill and iron works, 1833
	*History and Genealogy of the Barnstead Early Families from 1727 to 1970, by Stuart Merrill. Available to purchase from the Barnstead Historical Society.
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